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T O 


Mr. SAMUEL BROOKES, 
Ar. Ja BS YE DD 
 Mrs.SARAH WYLD.: 


My much eſteemed Friends, 


EAVEN and Hell are \e 

Long, Eternal Homes, and Abi- 

ding Places that all, in this 
ſhort Vliigrimage are baſtening to, and 
quickly will. be lodg'd in, at the Door of 
Dezth, that flands betwixt the Two Worlds, 
Angels ſtand ready to receive the ſeparated 
Souls ( according to the Sentence paſt 4pon 
there by the omntſcient and impartial Judge 
in their particular Fudgment ) to carry them 
to that unchangeable State to which they 
ſhall be determined : the Bad Angels todrag 
the frighted, ſorrowful Souls, that left their 
Bodies in Curegeneracy, to the Place of Tor- 
ment ; the Holy Angels of God to tranſport 
ſandtified, ſeparated, joyful Souls, to the Pa- 
radiſe of unexpreſſible Pleaſure, in the Pre- 
ſence of their God and Saviour ; where both 
fhall be for ever fixed, the one without all 
Hope that their Miſery will end, the other 
44 with 
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without all Fears that their Flappineſs ſhall 
_ ceaſe:: That will aggravate the Puniſhment 
of the Damned in Hell ; this will be addi. 
tzonal increaſe of the Foy of the Saved is 
Feaven. 

Having Preached about the Saints Con- 
voy to Heaven, occaftoned by the Death of 
Mr. Benjamin Lind(ey,7hree }Veeks before, 
and then receiving the ſorrowful Tidings of 
the deceaſe of thu Relative of Tours, and 
Tour defire of a Funeral! Diſcourſe thereupon, 
my Thoughts preſently fixt upon The Saints 
Manſions in Hcaven : Setting forth in the 
one the Saints ſafe Condutt by the Guard of 
Holy Angels to the very Gates of our Father's 
Flouſe above,and in the other their Entrance 
in.and taking Poſſeſſion of their Manſtons,and 
their joyful Entertainment, and Everlaſting 
FTappineſs therein; and the Defire of the 
ſurviving Retations of the Former, and 
yours of this, was the Reaſon of the Publiſh- 
Zig of both. | 

Dcar Brother. 

The Sacred Office Tou are called to, to 
Preach the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus unto 
others, excuſeth me from ſaying much unto 


Ton, not doubting But Tou that are able to 


comſert, to inſtruct others in the like Caſe, 
know 
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know how to apply the Ground's of ſupport to 
t| Tour ſelf, and the Diretions for a ſanttified 
{i. | improvement of ſach afflifling Providences, 
in| now it us Tour own ; that I may not ſay to 
Tox as Eliphaz did ro Job, Behold, thou 
"n- | haſt inſtructed many,and thou haſt ſtreng- 
of] theaed the weak Hands, thy Words have 
re, | upholden him that was falling, and thou 
of | haſt ſirengrhened the feeble Knees : But 
nd | now it is come upon thee,and thou fainteſt; 
0x, | it toucheth thee and thou art troubled : But 
nts} / wiſh that Tou may be ſo comforted in this 
the | Tour Afﬀiition, by the God of all Comfort, 
| of | that Tou might be more and more able to 
rs | comfort ſuch as are in any Trouble, by the 
uce} Comfort wherewith Tou Tour ſelf are com- 
nd} forted of God. | 

im The Sweetnels of her Temper, the Ten- 
the | dernelſs of her' Love, the Suitablenels of ber 


ad | Company,the Forwardnels zz her to what was 


ſh- | Spiritually Good, togethether with the Like- 
tihood ( by reaſon of her Tounger Tears) of 
abiding longer with Tou; yet the Shortnels 
of the time in the Conjugal Relation, and the 
duddennefs of her Removal from Tou, in ſo 
wp Days after her Sickneſs did ſeize her, 
Wuſt all concur to the Increaſe of Tour Sor- 
ww, in being now left ſo Solitary, without 
auy more of her Company. Eſpe- 
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Eſpecially when Tou had a Trial thereof 
by ' a violent Feaver, whereby Tou - were 
brought to ſo great Danger of Death, in a 
few Days after her Faneral, that for Tour Re- 
lief Tou were caſt into a Sweat of above For- 
ty Hours, and afflifled with an inward 
Bleeding, which hath hitherto taken Tou off 
Tour Miniſterial Labours, when the Want 
of the Care and Attendance of ons that waz 
fo near, muff needs add to the Weight of 
Tour Afﬀiidtion ; but Tou know whither ftogo 
to have all ſupplied, from the Ciſtern to the 
Fountain ; from the Stream to the Spring ; 
from the failing Creature, to the never-fail. 
ing God : And as my Prayers ſhall be for 
Ton, fo I beſpeak the Prayers of ſuch as fear 
God, that by theſe few Lines read by them, 
do underſtand Tour preſent Indiſpofition for 
Tour Miniſterial Work, would ſtrive with 
God for Tour Continuance, after his removing 
fo many Labourers in ſo ſhort a time, as of 
late he hath done. 

As for Tou (my dear Friends) that are the 
ſorrowtul Father and Mother of this Daugh- 
ter lately deceaſed, being a Breach made 
upon Tou, after a fore-going, by the Death 
of another Daughter, eminently Religious, 
dearly belovee' by Tou, and ſingularly Obedi- 

ent 
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eut aud Dutiful to Tou, - let me be Tour Manics 
tor, that while Tow are poring upon Tour Af- 
fliftions in the Abſence of theſe, Te do not 0- 
ver-look God's Mercies to Tou, in continuing 
Tou ſo long one to another, and other Children 
to Tou both. If with Sorrow Te ſay, God hath 
bereaved us of one Daughter after another ; 
yet let the one ſay with a thankful Heart and 
Mouth, my Wife u continued to me, and the 
other, my Husband is not yet taken from me, 
and both ſay, tho lome of. our Children are 
removed from us, yet ome are continued 
with us ; eſpecially fince God did ſo graciouſly 
deliver Tour bopeful Son from ſo great Dan- 
ger of Death, to which he was ſo near, when 
he was cut ſo young for the Stone, and been 
preſerved ſo many Tears ſince. Do not ſay, be- 
cauſe God hath taken away ſome, Te cannot 
be thankful for them that do remain ; leaſt 
the ſame Divine Hand that removed the 0- 
ther, ſhould alſo take away theſe,and then Te 
will find that Te ſhall have more Cauſe of Sor- 
row, than yet wu come upon 7ou. 

Befides, let the equal Divifon God hath 
made, when all are His mare than Tours, he 
hath ot late (after fx before in their Infancy) 
taken the one half of Tour Number to himſelf, 
and leſt the ether half to Teu; quiet Tour 

| diſturbed 
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difturbed Theughts,and prevent all murmur. 
img Diſcontents,as if hs ways were not equal ; 
eſpeciaily, when Te confider that thoſe that 
are with God, are in a State unſpeakably 
better than thoſe that are with Tou; and 
how unreaſonable it is, that when Te defire 
for Tour Children, above all things in thi 
World, that their Souls may be ed Te 
ſhould ſorrow (more than becometh believing 
Chriſtians) when God granteth Tou Tour De- 
fire, or that they could be ſaved and be with 
God in their Manſions too ſoon £ Hath Gol 
done Tou or Tours any Wrong, in that he firſt 
gave them Grace, and then received them to 
hu Glory ? that he did give them ſpecial 
Grace, dare Ye deny ? that be hath recet 
wed them to his Glory, do Ye need to 

ueſtion, when one makes them meet for 
tbe other > And if ſo, u there Reaſon for 
exceſſrve Mourning, or the leaſt room for im- 
patient Complaining ? Let us grieve we our 
ſelves are no more ripe and ready for Heaven, 
and labour to be ſure of Manſions there,and 
then long to have Poſſeſſion of them. So Pray 
Te, and ſo will I, who am, 

Yours, for your Souls Welfare, 

April 26. 1658. Tho. Doolittle. 
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Saint's Manſions 


H E AVER 


John XIV. 2. 
In my Father's Houſe are 1any Manſrons, 
If it were not ſo, 1 would have told you, 
go to prepare a place for you. 

p ful Speeches. with weeping Eyes, 
with forrowful Hearts, wich wring- 

ing of Hands ; the ſeveral Relations ot- the 
departing Perſon, inthe dying Chamber, ſay- 
ing, my Wife is departing, my Daughter is go- 
Ing, my Si/er is going; going / never to re- 
turn 3 going, never to be ſeen in this World 
any more ; ſhe hath taken her icave of vs, 
and we of her. This is a butter day, a bitter 


day , a day wherein God writes bitter things 
B againſt 


HE parting of dear Friends by 


Death is accompanied with mourn- 


2 ve Daint $ Nianſrons 
againſt us; this is a ſorrowful parting time, 
becauſe after it, there will be no time of meet- 
ing upon Earth. 

The occalion of this Funeral Sermon, is 
confeſt to be inferior to the reaſon of Chriſt's 
Farewell Diſcourſe to his Diſciples, as far as the 
Servant is inferior to the Lord, or the Sinner 
to the Saviour, or the Subje&-Saint to the 
King of Saints ; yet what the Lord ſaid unto 
the Diſciples that were his Servants, and he 
a5 a Saviour, faid to chem as Believing Sinners, 
and as the King of Saints to them as his fin- 
cere obedient SubjeRs, is applicable to all that 
are ſuch ; therefore upon this afAiting Pro- 
vidence | made choice of theſz words to be 
my Theme, as Conlolatory to thoſe Relations 
that do ſurvive, ſince they have ſuch well 
grounded hopes, that ker ſeparated Soul, 1 
now received into, and poſſeiſed of that Mar 
fron in God's Houfe above, which is prepared 
by Chriſt for che Soul chat ſincerely believed 
on him. 

The Diſcipiesbeing filled with Sorrow, that 
ſuch a Lord, ſuch a Maſter , ſach a Friend as 
Chriſ#, was parcing from them, firſt by Death, 
ani after that by his Aſcention into Heaven, 
in this Valedi&ory Sermon (containzd inthe 14, 
I5,and 16 Chapters of fohn). He doth ac- 
guaint them with ſuch Benefics of his going, 
that cended to comfort their Hearts, to mode- 
r2'e their Grief, co ſupport their linking Spi- 
Tits. 

Four 
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Four things ſhould engage us frequently to 
Read, ſeriouſly toStudy, and rightly to Un. 
derſtand this Farewel Sermon of our Lord. 

1. The Dignity of the Preacher ; Solomon 
was Eccleſiaftes, a Preacher 5 bur a greater 
than Solomon was the Preacher of this: Not 
me of the Prophets, not one of the Apoſtles, 
not one of the holy Angels, but che only Be» 
gotren Son of God, that was in the Boſoum of 
the Father, and knew all his Heart and fſe- 
cret Counſels, was the Preacher of this Ser- 
mon, as of many others before ; all of great 
worth, but the laſt is net the leaſt. | 

2. The Excellency of the Matter, bein 
full of Holy Inſtructions, revealing Heavenly 
Myſteries, containing the Sum of Goſpel- 
Truths, adminiſtring the richeſts Cordials,and 
ſhewing the way to Eternal Lite. 

3. The time or ſeaſon, when he was near 
his Suffering and Death, being his laſt Sermon 
tothem, betore his laſt Sufferings for them. 

Three Holy Men of God, in the Old Te- 
ſtament, being near to Death, ſyake largely 
ſweet words to thoſe they left behind, eact of 
them in a whole Chapter. 

Facob, Ger. 49. Facch called to by ſons end 
ſaid, gather your ſelves together, that 1 may tell 
you that which ſhall befal you in the laſt days 3 
gather your ſelves together, and bear, ye Sons of 
facob, and hearken to Iſrael your Father - —— 
find when Facob had made an end of commanding 
bu Sons, be gathered up bu Feet in the Bed, and 
nelded up the Ghoſt,and was gathered io hy Peo- 
we, B 2 Moſes, 
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Moſes, Deut. 43. Thu us the Bleſſing wherewith 
Moſes the Man of God Bleſſed the Children of [[- 
racl before bus Death. | 

David, 2 Sam. 24. Now theſe be the laſt words 
of David; Dawid the Son of eſſe ſaid, and the 
 Manwho was rai/ed up on high, the anomted of the 
God of Facob, and the ſweet Pſalmiſt of Iſrael 
ſaid. - 

To the dying Speeches of theſe Three, that 
had walked in the mid{t of the fire of Afﬀi- 
&ion, fiom which they were looſed by Death, 
we might add rhe farewel-words of a Fourth, 
whole t:rm is like the Son of God, and the 
form of tis words was ſuch, that did indeed 
manifeſt him to be in truth the Son of God,in 
theſe Three Chapters, being as large as thoſe 
three. 

4. The extent of our Lord's words reaching 
noc only oo che Diſciples chen living, but to all 
| that ſhould afterwards believe on him : For 
tho' there might be ſome chings contained 
herein, that had ſome ſpecial reſpect to the 
Diſciples, yet they are mix'd with others that 
cannot be limited to them , but are of uni- 
verſa! Concern to all, as Fohn 14. 21. He that 
bath my Commandments and keepeth them. he it 
z that lwyeth me ; and be that /oveth me, ſhall be 
bowed of my Father ; and I will love bim, and 
T wii manfeſt my ſelf unto bim. 27. Feſus an- 
ſwered and ſaid, if a Man Love me, be will keep 
my words, and my Fatber will love bim, and wt 
will come unto him, and make our abade with him, 
Tebn 15.2, Every branch that beareth Fruit be 

purieth 
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purieth it, that it may bring forth more Frutt ; 
as his Prayer was not only tor them, bur alfo 
for others; Neither pray I for theſe alone, bnt 
for them alſo which ſhall believe on me through their 
word ; {o his Sermon was not only for them, 
but for others, as he himſelf did declare at a- 
_ time, What I ſay unto you, I ſay to 
ail. 

Chriſt in this Verſe (that is the Subject to 
be treated of at this time) aſſerts thee Four 
things. 

1. It was hu Father's Houle to which he was 
going 3 as if he had faid, I have ben in this 
World among finful Men, for whoſe Salvation 
I did come down from Heaven, trot my Fa- 
ther's Houſe, to ſeek andto fave ſuch as were 
loſt, and choſen by my Father to Eternal Liie, 
and when I have finiſhed my Work, I muſt - 
return from whence I came: Tho' I am 
Lord of all, yet in this World I have no 
Houſe, where tolay my Head, not this World, 
but Heaven is my Home : | bave told yon 
how I muſt go unto Feruſalem, and ſuffer ma- 
ny things of the Elders and Chiet Prielis and 
SCribes, and be killed, and at this you were 
troubled : And now | tell yov, I am going 
from you, and at this alſo ye are troubled : 
I am to be filled with forrow, to Suffer, Sweat 
as never Man did, to give my Life a ranſome 
for many, to bear the Puniſhment of Mens 
Sins in my own Body upon the Tree, and this 
hath filled you with Sorrow ; and after that I 
am to leave you, and be taken up from you, 

B 3 and 
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and ye ſhall ſee me no more; and this is mat- 
ter of your Grief ; butlet not your Heart be 
troubled, for tho' in this World I ſhall be Cru- 
cified, yet after that in my Fathers Houſe I 
ſhall be glcrifed. 

2. That in his Father's Houſe there are Man- 
fions; hereby preventing the ObjeRions that 
might have riſen intheir Minds, and ſaying, 


Bleſſed Lord | if thou art going home, where 


mult we be? wilt thou leave us as ſo many 
Orpbans? and when we muſt go from hence, 
whither muſt we go? what room is there in 
thy Father's Houſe ? only for thee, none for 
us? or wilt thou go and continue there with- 
our us 2 Chriſt removes theſe fears of theirs, 
ſaying, in my Father's Houſe are many Man- 
ſions, room enough, for me, for you, and for 
as many as {hall believe on me. 

3. The Certainty of theſe Manſions in his 
Father's Houſe, ;f it were not ſo, 1 would have 
#0i/d you: This is no Romance ; this is no Poe- 
tical Fiftion, it isno deluding Dream; the De- 
vil tells his Followers, and promilſeth them 
what they ſhall never find ; but I am plain- 
hearted with you ; I do not flatter you, nor 
iced you up with vain hopes: It cannot be, 
that] your Lord ſhould deceive you 3 Te Be- 
lieve in God, Believe alſo in Me, and my words, 
for 1 do aſſure you, in my Father's Houſe are 
many Manſions ; and I profeſs unto you, it 
it werenot lo, { would have told you ; there 
is Life, I am the//ay to it, and the Truth 
that tel} you ſo. | 

4. That 
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4+ That he was their Fby: tuniRy and Har- 
binger 3 I goto prepare a place for you; ye are 
upon Sr to an Eternal World ; ye 
are travelling to an Everlaſting State ; Hea- 
ven is the place ye do deſign, Happineſs there 
ye pray, and hope, and.wait, and a& and 
ſuffer for : This I have promiſed to you, to the 
it is my Father hath choſen you, for thz it was 
that I came down from Heaven, my Father's 
Houſe, to procure for you, and to my Father's 
Houſe I will go before, there to take up room 
for you, and co prepare a place for your En- 
tertainment, when ye ſhall follow after 
me. 

Dot. It z a certain truth, that all ſincere Be» 
levers on Chri#t, ſhall have Manſions in his Fa- 
ther's Houſe, to which he us gone to prepare a place 
for them, 

This Text, and the Dodtrine the ſame with 
the Text, will be explained by Anſwering to 
theſe Five Queſt ions. 

1. What us the meaning of theſe Manſions bere 
ſpoken of ? 

2. Where theſe Manſins are ? What thu Houſe 
w? What kind of Houſeit u? and what u im- 
perted by Believers having theſe Manſions in ths 
Houſe £2 

3. What u included in Chriſt's calling it bu Fa- 
ther's Houſe ? 

4. How the Certainty of theſe Manſions in the 
tlouſe will appear to be undoubted ? 

5. How Cbr1iſt prepares a place for Believers im 
bus Father « Houſe ? | 

B 4 1, Max- 
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1, Mank gs, thele bing many denote 

thele three things. 

x. The Eternal Daration of their Happiaets 
in Heaven. 

2. The Capacions Largeneſs of thu Houſe. 

3. The di/ſferemt degrees of Glory in Heaven. 

1. Theſe 1anſcons deriote the Eternal Dura: 

tow of the Happinels of Heaven, theſe arc 
oppoſed to our trantrory dwelling in this 
World (Mizaidmn 74 wiren ) Manſions fignifie abs- 
ding places. Our ſtay upon Earth is compared 
to Tents, which are fer up, taken down and 
removed from one place to another, at the 
pleaſure of Men ; fo our Lite upon Earth's 
called a- Pilgrimage , Gen. 47. 9. Facob ſaid 
wnto Pharach, the deys of the years of my Pulgre 
mage, are an bundred and thirty years ; few and 
evil have the days of the years of my life been, 
and heve nt attained to the days of the years of 
the Life of my Fathers, in the days of their Pil: 
grimage ; therefore we are {11d to have here ns 
Contmuimg City, Heb. 13. 14. 

Nothing in this World is permanent, abi- 

ding and ſtable. 

1. Not the Honours of this World ; Pal. 
49. 12. Man being in Honour abjdeth not, 
Haman that was fo. much honvured tor a 
while, and lifted up wich the thoughts 
theieof, was in a lictle time, to his Dil- 
grace, liked up upon the Gallows, Ef. 
F. 11,12. Cor pare Eſth. 7. 9, Io. 

2. the Riches of chiis World are not abi- 
Cing ; Prov.23.5. Wilt theu ſet thine Eyes 

pon 


| 
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upon that which x not * For Riches certain- 
ly make themſelves Wings and fly away, as 
an Eaple towards Heaven; ©. d. it is cer- 
tain, that Riches are uncertain, 1 Tim.6. 
7. Charge them that are Rich im ths 

World, that they be not high minded, nor 
ng in uncertam Riches. 

The Pleaſures of this World in a Courſe 
of Sin are but for a Seafon, Hes. 11. 25. 
they never ought'to be in Seaſon, all are 
but for a Seaſon, in Hell they will bs quite 
out of Seaſon 

The Friendſhip of this World is no abi- 
ding Friendiiip: As the Riches of the 
World do come and go, anfwerable is the 
Friendſhip oft the World, Prov. 19. 4: 
Wealth n1ak:th many Friend: : ; but the poor 
zs ſeparated from hw Neighbour, v. 7. All 
the brethren of the poor do hate him ; how 
much more do ha Friends go far from bim 2 
He purſueth them with words, yet are they 
nay + fo him. 


. Our Li in this World is not perm:ne 


we Live a while and chen die; carry a a 
while but no abiding : There have been 
many Apes, and many in every Age, 
but where are they? They were, and | 
ſeen for a time, and in a few days were 
to be ſeen nomore, P/ſal. 39.12.13. wo 
we are Strangers, not Home-dwellers, 

Cbron.29. 15. We are Htrangers before + 
and ſojourners, as were all our Fathers ; : Our 
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dey: on Earth are as @ ſhadow, and there « 
none abiding. 

But when once we are poſſeſt of our Man» 
fions above,there we ſhall abide; from thence 
we ſhall never remove, becauſe we and our 
Manſions thall continue for ever. 

What Matter is here for « thinking Mind to 
muſe upon, concerning ihe difference betwixe 
Earth and Heaven ! Manſion-houſes (as ſome 
are called here) are temporary ; Riches are 
poor things, the beſt are mean, the ſureſt are 
uncertain, the longeſt are ſhort, and the ful. 
leſt are empty : But in God's Houſe above, 
every thing is Rich and Sure, and fully Satil- 
fying, and of longeſt Continuance, becauſe 
all is Eternal, 2Cor. 4. 18.— The things which 
are ſeen are Temporal, but the things which are 
mor ſeen are Eternal, On Earth is our ſhort 
home, in the Grave will be our long home, in 
Heaven will be our Eternal bome; And this 
will be the great delight of ſaved Souls when 
entied inco their Manſions, that there they 
ſhall abide and dwell for ever: O Bleſſed Erer- 
wity | O 7oyful Eternity | What a pleaſant place 
is this 2 What a glorious Houſe is this our Fa- 
ther's Houſe 2 What Manſions are wereceived 
into: not by Leaſe of Thouſands of Years, 
and then to be dilpoſſeſſed, but to abide in 
this joytul Happineſs, in this happy Joy in 
theſe our Manſions, with this our Lord and 
Saviour to all Eternity, This is the Joy of 
our Joy, that this our Joy in our Eternal Man- 
fions, will be Eternal Joy. 

| Secondly, 
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Secondly, Theſe many Manſions fet forth 
the capaciow Largeneſs of this Houſe above ; as 
many as there be Angels, and are, or ſhall be 
Saints: innumerable Manſions for that innu- 
merable Company of Celeſtial Spirits, Heb.x2. 
23. and fſanRified Souls of all Nations, and 
Kindreds, end People, and Tongues, Rev.7. 9g. 

Not that we are to conceive, that every An- 
gel and every Holy Soul had a proper and pe- 
culiar Cef, . or an Apartment belonging to 
each, as Lodgers in the ſame Houſe with us 
have their particular and diſtint Chambers , 
but that there is room enough for all that ſhall 
be made meet for that happy State and Place 
above : if any come ſhort or are thut out, it 
is not for want of room, or {traitneſs of that 
Houſe, but becauſe they were not prepared to 
enter in: for as in our Father's Houſe below, 
there xs Bread enough and to ſpare, lo in his 
Houſe above, there is room enough and to 
ſpare. ; 
Wonder at the Unthankfwlneſs of Sinners to- 
wards Chriſt, when he came trom his Father's 
Houſe into this World, that they made no room 
for him in the Im», but was born in a Stable, 
and laid in a Manger, becauſe all the Rooms 
in the Houſe were caken up by cthers. Should 
they not have ſaid, make room for the Meſſias 
that iscome, turn out any, that there may be 
room for the Saviour that is Born ; if he had 
rot come, - we ſhould have-had room enough 
in Hell, but none in Heaven, therefore make 

| room 
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room and welcomely entertain him, but for 
him they found no room, Luke 2. 17, 

Wonder alſo at the Graecioufneſs of God in 
Chriſt, to you that are Believers, that when 


you ſhall be turned out of this World, he will 


make room for you in Heaven : do not ſay, 


he hath for a Moſes, for an Abraham, and for 
a David ; for Prophets and Apoſtles, for Mar- 
tyrs and eminent Believers ; but will there be 
room ſor me, for me, lo mean and poor, for me 
that have been fofinful,and am ſtill ounwor- 
thy 2 Yes, fer thee, and every one thar is 
ſincerely Holy, a penitent and believing Sin- 
ner. 

Thirdly, The many Manſions in this Houſe 
above, may denote the different degrees of Gly- 
r3 there. It is certain, Thar tho? all the damn- 
ed in Hell ſhall have pain intollerable, that 
they cannot Reft nor Sleep, nor be at eaſe ; 
yet according to the meafure, nature, number 
and ageravations of their ſinning upon Earth, 
ſhall be the degrees of their ſufferings in Hell; 
Matt. 23. 14. Therefore ye ſhall receive the prea- 
ter Damnation. Tho'the Damn'd ſhou'd rove 
from one fide of Hell to another, ſeeking for 
ſome cool corner they ſhall find none ; tho? 
they ſhould run from one end of Hell to the 
other for ſome ſhady place, there is none to 
be found, but where-ever they go, ſhall fay, 
this place u hot, and ſo is this, and ſo 1s every one, 
that we can no where reſt ; yet ſome places 
ſhall be hotter chan others, and the greateſt 
Sinners againſt the greateſt Mercies and Means 
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of Grace ſhall have the hotteſt of all, Marr.11. 
21. Wo unto thee Corazin , Wo wnto thee Beth- 
ſaida,- It ſhall.be more tolerable for Tyre and 
Sidon at the day of Fudgment than for you 5; — 
23. And thou Capernaum, which art exaltcd un- 
to Heaven, ſhall be brought down to Hel. 
24 1t ſhall be more tolerable for the Land of Sodom 
in the day of fudgment than for thee. 

It is probable, chat in Heaven there ſhall 
be different degrees of Glory, (tho! none by 
any proper Merit, yet) fome according to 
their Activity for the Glory of God, their 
different degrees of Grace in this Lite, where- 
by their Hearts are more enlarged to be Re» 
ceptive of more than others, ſhall be partakers 
of more, like as if you carry two Veſlels to 
the Sea, one ſmaller, the other greater, borh 
ſhall be full, yer one ſhall hold more than the 
other ; as one Star differs from another in 
Glory, fo one Saint from another in different 
degreesof Happineſs. 

Queſt. IT. Where are theſe Manſioms,ond what 
# this Houſe ? concerning which I ſhall con- 
ſider three things. 

1. What are the Equipollent Terms by which 
the place-is called where theſe Manſions are ? 

2. What kind of Houſe it is, or what arethe 
properties of it 2? 

3. What is Imported that theſe Manſions are in 
God's Houſe ? P 

Firſt, The Equipollent Terms (the variety 
whereof will atford Delight to our Minds 
Meditating thereon) are ſuch as theſe. 


1. Ic 
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x. It is the place of God's Habitation, Plal.3 3. 
14. Is not this marvellous, that we ſhall be 
reccived to be there Inhabitants with him 2? 

2. It is God's Holy Habitation, Deut. 26. 15. 
the Habitation of his Holineſs and Glory, Iſa. 63. 
15. Is it not amazing, that we that were fo 
unholy and vile, ſhou'd be made meet for ſuch 
a place of Glory ? 

3. It isthe City of the living God, Heb.12. 22. 
Is it not aſtoniſhing, that we that were Stran- 
gers and Foreigners, and once dead in Sin, 
ſhould be Citizens there wich the Living 
God ? 

4. It is a City prepared by God for ms, Heb. 11. 
16. Is it not wonderful, that when a Topher 
is prepared for others, ſuch a City ſhould be 
prepared for us. 

5. It is a City that hath Foundations, whoſe 
Builder and Maker is God, Heb. 11. 10. Is it 
not an Hearc-warming thought,that we whole 
Foundation is in the Duſt, ſhould look for 
ſuch a City, the Foundation whereof nons 
but God could lay, and none but he could 
build upon ? 

G. It is a better Country than any other, Heb. 
11.16, Is it not a Soul-atteting Meditati- 
on, that we that live in a ſtrange Country, 
ſhould be removed into that the beſt of all? 

7. It :; @ Paradiſe, Luke23. 43. 2 Cor.12. g. 
Is it 144 matter of admiration, that Mankind, 
which for Sin was driven and banithed from 
the Earthly Paradiſe, any of them ſhould be 
Teceived into the Heavenly ? . 
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8. It is the Third Heaven, 2 Cor. 12. 2. the 
Heaven of Heavens, 1 Kings 8. 29. What free 
Grace is this, that we chat had deſerved che 
loweſt Hell, ſhould have our abode in ths 
higheſt Heaven ? 

9. It :s God's Garnir, Matt. 3.12. Behold, 
what manner of Love is this of God to us, 
who might have been driven before his An- 
ger, as Chaff before the Wind, or been burne 
in unquenchable Fire,that we ſhall be gathered 
as Wheat into his Garner ? 


IO, It is God's Ref. Heb. 3. 11, 18. What | 


Mercy then is this, that when God mighe 
have ſworn we ſhould never enter into his 
Reſt, but have caſt us to the place of Torment, 
where there is no Reſt Night nor day he hath 
promiſed to us entrance into kis Reſt 2? 

In the muſing on theſe Scripture-rerms, we 
may imagine how thoſe Bleſſed Souls that ſee 
more, than what we hear of this our Father's 
Houſe do there rejoyce and ſing, and ſay, the 
lmes are fallen unto ws in apleaſant place ; yea, we 
bave @ goodly Herutage, 

Secondly, We may yet for our greater De- 
lighe in our fore-thoughts of this Hoſe where 
our Manſions are, enlarge our Meditations up- 
on the Properties of ic, which are ſuch as 
theſe. 

I. It is a Hately' Houſe, being the Royal Pa- 
lace of the great King, Nebuchadnez,zar {pake 
great and lofty words concerning his Build- 
Ing, Dar. 4. 30. The King ſpake and ſaid, 13not 
this great Babylon that I hawvs Built for the Houſe 

of 
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of the Kingdom, by the might of my Power, and 
for the Honour of my Majefty ? but his Palace 
was no better than a Dungeon, or a Dunghll, 
compared with the Houle of God above. 
The Deſcription of the Heavenly Fera/alem 


ſets fort! the ſtatelineſs thereof; theBuilding of 


theW allof it is of Jaſpar,and die Czty is pure Gold, 
like unto clear Glaſs, and the foxndations of the 
Wall of the City 15 garniſhed with all maxmer of pre- 
cions Stones ;— and the twelve Gatcs are twelve 
Pearls, every ſeveral Gate is of one Pearl,and the 
ſtreet of the City 1s pure Gold, as it were tranſparent 
Glaſs, Rev. 21. 18. 19, 20, 21. + 
2. tis [afe Houſe ; no Enemy can affault 
It, noviolence can break through it ; no dan- 
ger can come near it ; the Walls are unmove- 
\ able, the Gates are impregnable, God 1s the 
Governour, Chriſt is Adminittrator-General, 
Angels are the Watchers, Saints are the Con- 
quering Army, their Treaſures are fate from 
Thieves, their Joy is ſafe from Spoilers, their 
Manſions are ſafe from Burnings, all the 
Company, and all their Concerns are Sate, 
Matth. 6. 20. | 
3. It 1s @ quiet and peaceable Houſe ; there is 
no Diſcord among thoſe that are in that 
Houſe, no Contention or Strite, no Wrath 
or Anger, no Diviſions or Animoſities ; there 
is NO reproaching Tongue, no cenſuring mind, 
no dilagreeing Parties, no differing Judgment, 
no ilandering Reports, but all Live in perfe& 
Love and perpetual Peage ; O happy Society | 
What peaceable Poſleflion have they of all 
| they 
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they do enjoy without Moleſtation or Di- 
ſturbance, from any within or without : O 
how good and pleaſant is ir, that thoſe Bre- 
thren dwell there together in ſuch indiſſoluble 
Unity, ſo that rwo ſticks there made one, ſhall ne- 
ver again be broken into two. | 

4. It 5s a joyful Houſe, and never ſhall be 
turned into an Houſe of Mourning, for there is 
no ſighing or ſobbing, no grief or groans, 
no ſorrowtu] Heart, no weeping Eye, no com- 
plaining Tongue, no lamenting Words, but 
inthat Houſe are Songs of Praiſes, triumphant 
Hallelvjah's,raviſhing Admirations of the Hap- 
pineſs they are all poſſeſſed of, ſinging and 
praiſing God the Father that choſe them«o it, 
magnifying God the Son that redeemedthem, 
and glorifying God the Holy Gboſt for prepa- 
ring them for it, ſaying with a loud voice, Wor» 
thy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive power, 
and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour, 
and glory, and bleſſing, yea bleſſing, and honour, 
and glory, and power be unto him that ſitteth on the 
Throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever,Rev. 
$. 12,73; 

But i ſhall be no Cauſe, Occaſion or 
Reaſon of any Sadnefs and Sorrow through 
pain, in any part; noaking Head, no fick 
Heart, no griped Bowels, or through loſs of 
Friends, or fears of Death, Rew.21.4. God ſhall 
wipe away all tears from their Eyes, and there (hall 
be no more death, neither ſorrow, nor crying, nei- 
ther ſhall there be any more pain , for the former 
things are paſſed away. 

5. lc 
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5. It is «n Ho Houſe, the Lord that Glort 
ouſly dwelleth there is an infinitely Holy God; 
the Angels there are perfetly Holy, the Spi- 
rits of juſt Men there are compleatly Holy ; 
their imployment is Holy, their Enjoyment 
are Holy,the place is Holy : all there is Holy. 

There is not in all that Houſe one idle 
Word, not one vain Thought, not one unholy 
Action; there is no temptation to Sin, no in- 
Climation to Sin, no danger of Sin, and thro' 
confirming Grace no poſkbility of Sinning ; 
there is no complaining of wordly, hard, 
and unbelieving Hearts; of Pride and Paflian, 
of deadneſs and dulnefs of Aﬀe&ion , of 
want of Lave in them to God, or in God to 
e@cm. 

Thereis no interruption of their Communi- 
-onwith God. 

There is no intermiſſion of their Delight and 
Joy in God. 

There is no deſertion through the with: 
drawings of God 

There is no diminution of their Comforts 
from God. 
_ is no pollution by any Spot or Blc- 
miſh. 
6.1t is a phaſure-bouſe, an TIouſe not of Car- 
nal but Spiritual, not of Sinful but Holy, not 
of Worldly but Heavenly Pleafures, Pſal. 16, 
TT.. +: thy prefence there is fuineſs of joy, and at 


" thy right Hand are rivers of pleaſures for ever- 


more. There they ſhall be abundantly ſatisfied 
with the fatueſs of God's Houſe, and God ſhal 
make 
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IY them drink of the rivers of bis pleaſures, 
Pſ/al. 36.8. | 
They ſhall have Pleaſure in God, Chriſt, 
and the Eternal Spirit ; they ſhall have Plea- 
ſure in'the Society of Angels and Company 
one of another ; they ſhall have Pleaſure in 
the Place, in their Enjoyment, in their Work, 
in what they fee, in what they fee], in whar 
they hear and take unſpeakable pleaſure in 
knowing,that all this ſhall abide to all Erer- 
nity, | 
7. It is @ peculiar Houſe ; It is too Sacred to 
be a common Receptacle for all individuals of 
what kind foever chey be, its not a common 
Inn for any to take up their Lodgings in, but 
is reſerved for a peculiar People. | 
In this Life God's People have peculiar 
Names, peculiar Natures, peculiar Graces, pe- 
culiar Promiſes, peCuliar Priviledges 3; and in 
the Life to come chey ſhall have a peculiar 
dwelling Place. | 
In God's Houſe below there is a Mixture 
of good and bad, of the Tares and Wheat, 
of the Chaff and Corn ; but not only at the 
laſt day, but alſo on Men's dying day, the 
good are gathered into God's Houſe, and the 
bad are caſt away : So that into God's Houſe 
above there ſhall be no Entrance tor any final- 
ly impenitent , unbslieving , unlanctified 
Souls, Rew. 21. 27. There ſhall in no wiſe enter 
into it any thing that defileth , neither whatſoever 
worketh abomination, or maketh a lie, Rev. 22. 
T5. for without are Dog's and Sorcerers,and Whore- 
| Cz monersy 
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mongers, and Murderers, and Idolaters,and what- 


ſoever loveth or maketh a Lie. Swine in? 


King's Preſence Chamber would not be ſuch 
an uncomely Sjght,as theſe wou'd be in Man- 
fions in God's Houſe, therefore all ſuch muſt 
lie without thoſe doors. 

8. It is an Incorruptible Houſe, for it nzedeth 
no Repairsnor mending ; it is not fubje& to 
Decays, or to waxing Old, or going to Ru- 
ines; it hath been T houſands of Years, and 
yet it is ſtill a »ew Houſe ; it hath laſt. 
ed long, and yetit is as ſtrong and beauriful 
as ever. 

9. It is a well ſituated Houſe ; the ſtanding 
of an Houſe addeth much to the goodneſs of 
it. Itisa common laying of theſpecial Com- 
mendation of an Houſe, that it tandeth wel, 
as in a wholeſome Air, upon an high Aſcent, 
that 1t hath a good Proſpe&, is accommoda- 
ted with Springs of Water, and in a Fruit- 
ful Land ; but no Houſe on Earth is ſo well 
ſituated as the Houſe above ; for as far as the 
Heavens are above the Earth, fo far is this 
Houſe in Heaven better ſituated than any 
Houſe on Earth, having nothing to annoy it, 
nothing to offend any that are in it. 

10. Itis a Lightſome Houſe. Hell is ſer forth 
by the darkneſs of ic, Heaven by its light ; 
This Houſe is ſo light, that to Mortals it s 
Inacceſſible; as in this imperfe& State we are 
not able to bear the glorious ſhining of the 
Luſtre of it ; we muſt dye and go through 
the dark entry of Death, before we n_— 
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able to endure the beholding the light there- 


of.- 

What would all our Houſes in this World 
be, but ſo many Priſons or Dungeons, if they 
were without light, The $#n that God hangs 
out as a ſhining Lamp by Day, the Moon and 
Stars as ſo many Torches by Night, make the 
outlide of that Houſe exceeding Glorious,and 
this World the more Delightful ; What is 
then that Houſe within, when the light there- 
of makes the light of the Sun to diſappear, or 
to be of no uſe, as the Sun in its Meridian 
Brightneſs doth extinguiſh the Light of Moon 
and Stars in this lower World, Rev: 21. 23- 
The City had no need of the Sun, neither of the 
Moon to ſhine in it, for the Glory of God doth 
lighten #t, and the Lamb is the light thereof, Rew, 
22. 5. and there ſhall be no Night there, and they 
need no Candle, neither the light of the Sun, for 
the Lord God giveth them light, and they ſhall 
Reign for ever and ever. In our Houſes below 
there 1s a Suzceflion of Night and Day, and 
when we have the light of the Sun, we need 
not the light of the Candle, and when we 
have no Sun-light we need Candle-light. I 
Hell there will be always Night without any 
Day, and tho' the Damn'd be ſcortch'd 
with the heat of the Fire, yet they be in outer 
Darkneſs, feeling the greateſt heat, without 
ſeeing the leaſt light. I Heaven there will 
be always Day withþut Night, and therefore 
always ſhining glogious light without an 
darkneſs; If the Ilghtlomeneſsof an Houſe 
C 3 be 
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be a Commendation of it; there is no Compa- 
riſon to be made betwixt any Houſe on Earth 
and that in Heaven, 

Thirdly, What is imported that theſe Manſs- 
ons (we pray and hope and wait for) are in 
Our Lord's Fathers Houſe? 

But who am I, a poor, filly, finful Mortal 
Man, a Man whom Men might eaſily deſpiſe, 
that I ſhould anſwer ſuch a Queſtion as this ? 
and Diſcourſe of an Houle I never was in, 
and never yet approached fo near, as to have 
a ſight nor view, ſo much as of the outſide 
thereof, being hid by the intervening Hea- 
vers? Good and plorious God | pardon my 
Cbildiſh Chatterings of the Habitation of thy 
Glorious Majeſty : I will not dare to look 
into what is not revealed, nor to pry intothe 
Secrets of thy Houſe, nor attempt to open 
any Cloſet therein : But finceI do not ſpeak 
altogether without thy Book, forgive me if 
I ſpeak lefs (as I am conſcious I ſhall) than 
what thou haſt Reveal'd therein ; others are 
gene to ſee, what we mult be content as yet 
tO hear of; tho' they that are gone to ee, 
ſhall not return to make report to us what they 
have ſeen, but thou art pleas'dto inſtru thy 
People here below, by Men (like themſelves) 
that never ſaw thy Houſe above ; therefore 
pardon the Preacher, and help the Hearers 
to conceive preater and more glorious things 
than he can ſpeak, and make us all to be 
more defirqus to come and ſee what is in thine 
_ Heavenly Flouſe, than the one can think » 
the 
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che other ſay, and cill then ſuffer us to ſay what 
we can, or elſe we muſt altogether hold our 
ace. 

g = as are ſincere Diſciples of Chriſt ; 
from the Conſideration that theſe Manſwns 
are in his Father's Houſe might delight their 
Minds, warm their Aﬀe&@ions, quicken their 
Prayers and Praiſes, excite the aCting of their 
Grace and Love, Deſire and Hope, by Me- 
dictating upon theſe foe things, as imported 
in this Expreſſion. 

1. Clearneſs of Viſion, living then and there by 
fgbt, as now and here we do by faith. 

2. Sweetneſs of Communion, of which we. 
have bur fome fore-taſts in this Life. 

3- The greatneſs of Gods Hffe&ion to us, mm re- 
ceiving us at laſt into his Houſe. 

4. The fulneſs of our joy in the fraitton of God 
m that place. 

5. The ſureneſs of or admiſſion ito is glorious 
Prefence, 

Firſt, Clearneſs of V:/ion, Tho' a finite Under- 
ſtanding cannot in any ſtate atrquarely com- 
prehend the infinite Perfe&ions of God;there 
being not ſo much proportion between Finite 
and Infinite, as there is berwixe the holtlow of 
our Hand and the vaſt Ocean, becanfe both 
are Finite ; yet we fhall have a perfect Know- 
ledge then of what now we know but in 

art, | 

In God's Houſe below(which is his Church) 
we have but ſhort and ſhallow Apprehenſi- 
ons, of what there is in Gog's Houſe above 
C 4 here 
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here he that knoweth moſt, comparatively 
knows but little of what is to be known. 

How little do we know of God's infinite 
Being, and che infinite Perfeftions of his Na- 
ture How lictledo we in time know of God's 
Eternicy ? in our Changeable State know of 
God's Immutability ? in our ſinful Life know 
of God's infinite Holineſs, in our pur-blind 
State, know of God's knowing all things,tho' 
never fo far off, as trom Eternity to Eterniy ? 
in our neceſſary Confinement to one place, 
that at the ſame time we cannot poflibly be 
in :2w0: Know of God's immenſity, whois 
at the ſame inſtant and always, indivilibly 
every where, and all of himevery where, in- 
cluded in no place, and yet excluded from 
none. Such Knowledge is too wonderful for us, 
bt 5s bigb, we cannot attain unto it, Plal. 139. 6. 
Zopbar's queſtion to Fob might be put to the 
wileſt in this World, Job 11. 7. Can#t thou b 
fearching find out God ? Can#t thou find out the 
Almighty unto Perfe&ion ? BS It is bigh as Heaven, 
what can#t thou do ? deeper than Hell, what canſf 
thou know ? 

How little do we know of the Trinity of 
Perſons in the Unity of Eſſence ? Divine Re- 
velation is a ſufficient ground of our believing 
this Myſtery, tho' we cannot comprehend it : 
God's Veracity isunqueſtionable ; hetherefore 
having ſaid, zt is /o, we are bound to believe it 
#0 be ſo, tho' we cannot reach the manner 
Flow it is ſo; yet our Faith herein is = - 

in 
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blind Faith, becauſe we know, that God in 
revealing it is True 

How little here do we know of the won- 
derful Union of two Natures,in the one Perſun 
of Chriſt ? that i: is ſo, is plainly and tully 
taught in the Holy Scriptures, tho' the modas 
by us is ineffable ; and {hall we believe God 
no further than we can comprehend all that 
he ſaith? 

How little do we in Gnd's Houſe below 
know of the decrees and counſels of God ?2 when 
ſuch a Man as Pau/ cried out, O the depth of 
the riches, both of the wiſdom and knowledge of 
God! How unſearchable are bis judg ments, and 
bis ways paſt finding out, Rom. 11.33. 

How little do we now know of the deep 
Myſteries of Man's Redemption by Jelus Chriſt 2 
or of the amazing dimenſions of the I,ove of 
Chriſt to us therein, when though we ſhould 
ſtudy to know ir, yet in its heighth and depth, 
and length and breadth, it paſſeth all our Know: 
kdge,Eph.3.18,19. 

How little do we know in God's Houſe on 
Earth of the unconceivable happineſs prepared tor 
Believers in God's Houſe in Heaven 2 When 
Eye bath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neuther bave 
entred inio the heart of Man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love him, 1 Cor. 
2.9. | 

But thoſe that are poſſeſſed of their Man- 
ſions in Heaven have pertet Knowledge. the 
meaneſt there knows more than the greateſt, 


and moſt learned Man on Earth. Angels 
| there 
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there always behold the Face of God, Marr. 
18.10. So do the Saints in Heaven,1 Cor.13.9. 
We know in part, and we propheſie in part, 10. but 
when that which 1 perfe& 15 come,then that which 
is in part ſhall be done away, 12. now we ſee 
through a Glaſs darkly, but then face to face ; 
now I know in part, but then ſhall I know even 
as alſo 1 am known ; as thoſe in an Houſe know 
more of the Maſter of the Houſe than 
choſe that are Strangers there; yet we 
have not ſeen Chriſt, but then we ſhall fee 
him as he is, 2 John 3. 2. and then we ſhall 
know him, andlove him , and admire him 
more than now we do,or can do, and ſhall be 
more like him than now we are, or can here 


Secondly, Thefe Manſions being in God's 
Houſe above, connote the intimate Communios 
the Saints have there with God, with Holy 
Angels, and among themſelves ; as thoſe that 
live together in the ſame Houſe have witch 
the Maſter of the Houſe, and one with ano- 
ther. 

In Gof's Houſe below we have fome Com- 
munion with him, 1 Fchn x. 3. but this is 

In /mall Meaſures, our greateſt here is but lit- 
tle z our higheſt is Þ:r }ow. 

_ With many Interruptions, ſomerimes have it, 
many times miſs of ir. 

'When moſt it is but mediate, in the uſe of 
appointed Means and Ordinances. 

Wich great Confi:s from Sin within, Satan 
and the World without. 

| With 
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With much Wearineſs, through the imperfe- 
Aion of our State and Graces. 

But in God's Houſe above our Enjoyment 
of him will be 

In fulnefs of degrees, without any Diminu- 
nution, as much as capable of. P 

With greateſt Conftancy, without intermiſli- 
on or any ſtrangeneſs. 

Immediate, without Sermons, Sacraments or 
luch Ordinances here to be attended. 

Secure and Safe, without any Oppoſition,or 
the leaſt Moleſtation or hindrance. 

Delightful, without wearinels, never tedious 
nor irkſome ; they ſhall always reſt, when they 


never reſt Day or Night, ſaying, Holy, holy, 
boly Lord God Almighty, Rev. 4. 8. 

When holy Souls and holy Angels ſhall dwell 
together in the ſame Houſe, they ſhall have 
nearer Communion with theſe ; What Com: 
munion we on Earth have now with Angels 
in Heaven, is little diſcerned by moſt, but 
what ic will be then ſhall be perceived by all, 
and to underſtand it fully, we muſt ſtay 
till we are with them in our Father's 
Houſe, 

There is ſuch a thing as Communion of 
Saints here on our way, in holy Difcourſe, in 
conjunt fervent Praying, in pertaking of the 
Communion of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
in their Mutual Love, in their exhorting and 
comforting one another, and O how ſweet 
is this untothem ! how delightful ! when they 
leel their Hearts to burn within them , their 
| AﬀeRions 
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AﬀeRions warm'd,their Doubts reſolved, their 


Dulneſs removed, their Graces exerciſed and 
ſtrengchned, their Sins more mortified, Satans 
ftratapems and wilds diſcovered, and the Love 
of God manifcſted to chem ! but all this is 
but fome fore-taſts of the ſweetneſs of - that 
Communion they ſhall hare one with another, 
when they meet in their Father's Houſe in 
Heaven ; judge ſomething what it will be 
there, by whar it 15 here, but conceive it will 
be abundant more, and tuller, and [weeter 
than it can be here, and wait and hope for 
the change of your Communion with Saints 
on Earth, for the Communion of Saints in 
Heaven. | 

Thirdly, Theſe Mazſions being in God's 
Houſe,diſcover to us the greatneſs of bis Lowe to- 
wards us; as we arein our Travels in the place 
of our Pilgrimage, we might delight our ſelves 
inthinking of ſuch things which demonſtrate 
God's undeniable Love to us,in order to his re- 
ceiving- us at lait inco theſe Mantions. 

As in choting us trom all Eternity, to be 
brought unto them, when he hath paſſed hy 
ethers, to be left to lie without his doors for 
ever. 

In {ending of his Son to redeem us from our 
Houſe of Bondage and Thraldom, to Sin and 
Satan, that we might be Dwellers with him in 
his own Houſe. 

In ef abl;ſhing a Covenant of Grace upon ſuch 
Terms that were ſuited to Man's Weakneſs 
and Unworthineſs; that-as Man was driven 

Out 
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out of the earthly Paradiſe, upon the breach 
of the Covenant of Works. fo he may be re- 
c:ived into the Heavenly Paradiſe upon the 
Performance of the Conditions of che Cove- 
nant of Grace. 

In gifiing and qualifying bis Miniſters, to in- 
ſtruc them, and to train them up in the Life 
of Trial, where they are as probationers for 
Heaven. 

In giving his Holy Spirit to apply Chriſt's 
Wfferings, and to make his Miniſter's Teach- 
ing to be effe&ual, to prepar them for the 
happineſs of his Houſe. 

In ſending Death as his Officer for them, to 
remove them from a Land and Place wherein 
they were Strangers,to be Home-dwellers in his 
Houſe in Heaven. 

Thele are deep matters of our ferious Me- 
ditation on our Journey to our Manſions in 
our Father's Houſe, of which we know but 
liccle, and with which we are affe&ted but a 
lictle ; but when we are turned out of our 
Houſe below, and received into our Father's 
Houſe above, we ſhall be filled with holy Ad- 
mirations, ſaying, How great 1s the difference 
betwixt the Houſe from whence we came, and this 
to which we are come ? Death did turn us out of 
our Cottage, and God bath entertained us in bu 
Palace: We have done living with Men on Earth, 
with whom afigr a little time.we had an end; and 
now we are received to Live with God himſelf, of 
which Life there ſhall be no end. O the infinite 
goodneſs of our God, that when others caſt #s Hg, 
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God did take us up! When Death did dipoſſeſs u 
of our earthly Houſe, God did take us mto the 
poſſeſſion of bu Heavenly Houſe ! When we were 
turned out of Houſe and Home, where for a whil: 
we did live and dwell, and lodge, God bath taken 
»s in, to live and dwell, and lodge with him for 
ever O bappy we | that we did not find the 
Gates of thu Houſe ſhut againſt us, when the door 
that ſtood berwixt the two Worlds was opened to 
ws | O what manner of Severity 5 that of Death 
unto uw, when no entreaties would be heard, when 
no Medicines could prevail againſt it, when the 
tears and cries of Friends were diſregarded, and 
we were turned out of doors! O what manner of 
Love is this, when ſo turned out of all and from 
all, and :hen our Bodies by all our deareſt Friend: 
turned to the Grave, and we for our fins might 
have been turned into Hell, that God ſhould open 
the doors of bs Houſe unto ws, and recerve us mto 
Heaven ! thethoughts of this Love will delight 
us fo long as we abide in theſe Manfſior:s, which 
will be for ever; being greater, better,ſtrong- 
er Love than that of David to Mephiboſheth, 
thou ſhalt eat Bread continually at my Table,z2Sam 


f. þ 

s Fourthly , Theſe Manſions being in God's 
Houſe in Heaven, connote the fwulnefi of Foy 
that Holy Souls there ſhall have in the Enjoy- 
ment of Gcd : Conceive of this by the Joy 
that the Prodigal was received with into his Fa: 
thezs Houle when he returned home, Luke 
IF. 22. The Father ſaid unto bis Servants, bring 
forth the beft Robe, and put it on him, and put « 
| Ring 
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Ring on hu Hand , © and Shooes on by Feet 5 23. 
And bring bither the fatted Calf, and kill it, and 
let ws eat and be merry ; 24.For this my Son was 
dead, and « alive again, he was loft and « found, 
and they began to be merry. 

If there be ſuch Joy at the Converſion of a 
Sinner, returning to God's Houſe below, what 
Joy will chere be at the Salvation of a SanRihi- 
ed Soul, when received intoGod's Houſe above ? 
and not only the Inhabitants of that Houle, 
that were there before, ſhall Rejoyce at their 
Entrance, but the New Comers themſelves ſhall 
allo be filled wich Joy ariſing in them, upon 
two accounts. 

Partly from the abſence of al Evil, there being 
nothing co moleſt, or affli, orcrouble them, 
no wane of any thing to the Compleating of 
their Happineſs. | 

Partly from the preſence of all good, that ſhall 
encreaſe their Joy; if they look above them 
they ſhall ſee a good God, a good Saviour, the 
good Spirit; it within them, a good Conlci- 
ence, good Peace, and a good Frame of Soul ; 
it aboxe chem, the good Company of holy 
Angels and perfected Souls. 

All which ihall cauſe in them great Tran- 
ſports of Joy, in holy Triumph,ſinging Helle- 
labs, bleſſed be the Father, Son and boly Spirit, 
that brought us from a place where we were Sojoter- 
ners, to liwveand dwell in ſuch an Houſe as ths 5 
ſuch an Houſe as this ; we never were before in 
ſuch an Houſe as thu ! IWe were Ladgers once be- 
low ,and had Chambers in anothers Houſe, but theſe 

our 
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our Manſions do tranſcend them all. O the Foy 
we were filed with in our firſt entrance here! O 
what will it be when we ſhall continue here for ever. 

Filthly, Theſe Manſtons being in God's Houſe 
above,teach the ſurenefs of our admiſſion into them, 
Thoſe chat never were Santified Members in 
God's Houſe below , ſhall never be Glorified 
Members in God's Houſe above : Thoſe that fi- 
nally refuſed the offers of Grace, ſhall never 
have Manſions in Glory : Thoſe that Sinned, 
and ſuffer'd Sin to Reign all the Day of Life, 
ſhall find the door of God's Houſe ſhut againſt 
them, when the Night of Death comes upon 
them, Matr.25 1e. 

But they that are of the Houſe of Grace, 
ſhall have entrance into the Houſe ot Glory: 
For will the Father {hut his Door againſt his 
Dutiful Children ? or God againſt his Obedi- 
ent, Penitent, Believing, Sandctified People ? 
Doth he invite them, call them, command 
them to ſeek Eternal Lite, and promiſe them 
if they come whenhe invites,and anſwer when 
he calls, and obey when he commands, to give 
them a Place in his Kingdom,and a Room in 
his Houſe ; and after all, will he ſhut chem 
out ? will he diſown them 2? will he diſinherit 
them ? or will he not rather ſay, theſe are 
they that loved me above all, rheſe are they 
that did Honour and Obey me, theſe are they 
that did ſincerely frequent my Houle on Earth, 
and they are turned out of the other World ; 
Stand, open ye everlaſting Gates, and let the Belo- 
wed of the King of Glory enter in. | 

Q. IIL 
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Q. III. What is included in Chrift's calling, 
it his Father's Houſe? Never had Father fuch a 
Son, never had Son ſuch a Father, in that 
nearnels of Relation as is betwixt this Father 
and this Son, therefore Chriſt includes fome 
conſolatory Matter to his Di{ciples, troubled 
becauſe he was going from them, by ſaying, 
In my Father's Houſe are many Manfſfons. 

r. It includes che Grearneſs of the Intereſt 
and Authority thae Chriſt hath in that Houſe, 
as a beloved Son hath in his Father's Houſe: 
Chriſt hach ſuch Power in that Houſe, thar 
he can take in, and ſhut out whom he will : 
He is exalted there above all Principalities-and 
Powers, having Power over all the Angels in 
Heaven, to command and ſcnd them as he 
pleaſeth, Eph, 1. 20. Which he wrought mm Chriſt, 
when he raiſ:d him from the Dead, and ſet him 
at his own Right Hand in the Heavenly Places. 
21. Far above all Principalities, and Powers, and 
Might, and Dominion, and every Name that 1s 
named, not only in this World, but alſo in that 
which is to come, Heb. 1. 4. —ſat down on the 
Right Hand of the Aajeſty on High. 4. Being 
made ſo much better than the Angels, as he hath 
by Inheritance obtained a more excellent Name than 
they, F. For to which of the Angels ſaid he, at 
any time, thou art my Son, this Day have I be- 
gotten thee: and again, 1 will be to him a Father, 
and he ſhall be to me a Son. Rev. 3. 7, — He 
thas hath the Key of David ; he that openeth 
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and no man ſhutteth , and ſhutteth and no man 
openeth. 

2. It ſhewcth the Right that all Believers have 
to thoſe Manſions, toraſmuch as Chriſt's Fa- 
ther is our Father,and Chriſt's God is our God, 
Fob. 20. 17. And therefore we being Children 
of the ſame Father with Chriſt (tho? not in the 
ſame S2nſe) have a Title to thoſe Manſions, 
being Co-heirs with him, Rom. 8. 17. And if 
Children, then Heirs, Heirs of God, and Foint- 
berrs with Chriſt, if (o be that we ſuffer with him, 
that we may be alſo glorified together. 

3- It teacheth us the Ground of our Right 
to, and Hope of thoſe Manſions, becauſe God 
s Chriſt's Facher, and in him 2 Father to us, 
without which we could have had no Reaſon 
for our Expectation of Entrance into that 
Houſe above. We are God's adopred Sons, for 
the Sake of his only begotten Son, Epb. 1. F. 
and we have Manſions above for his Sake, for 
non? are taken in there, but upon his Ac- 
count. 

4. It fets forth the Dignity and Honour put 
upon Believers, that God's own Son, and they 
his adopted Sons, ſhould live together in the 
lame Houſe. It was b:s Condeſcention that he 
would come from Heaven, and dwell among 

Men, Foh. x. 14. It will be our Exaltation, that 
being taken from Men, we (hall dwell with 
him in Heaven: It is an amazing Mercy that 
he will dwell zz #4, as in his Spiritual houſe : 
It will be our admired Glory that we ſhall 
dwell 2-#b hb; in his Father's heavenly Houſe. 
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in Heaven. 
5. It is an Incouragement to us to be often 
ſending our Prayers to Heaven, we are Stran- 
gers here, and have many Wants, and ſhould 
be ſending home to our Father for Supplies; 
and we may be excited thereunto, becauſe 
Chriſt is in his Father's houſe, always ready, 
, as the great Maſter of Requeſts, to take our Pe- 
titions and preſent them to his Father, having 
great hope by ſuch a Friend, in ſuch a Court, 
that our Prayers ſhall have Audience : Heb. 4. 
14. Seeing then we have a great High Prieſt that 
is paſſed into the Heavens, Jeſus, the Son of God 


I6. Let us therefore come boldly to the Throne of 
Grace, that we might obtain Mercy, and find 
Grace to Help in time of need, 


0. 1V. How doth the Certainty of theſe Manſi- 
ons appear ? It is the aþjettive Certainty that 
now I ſpeak of, the Szbje#tive Certainty will 
have place in the Application. Now we are 
to evidence, that it is ſure it s ſo; afterwards 
to ſpeak of our Evidence, that we might be 
aſſured of our Title to them. | 

1. The Veracity of the Aſſerter 5 Chriſt caught 
nothing but Truth, for he was the Truth, 
and he declares this ſo plainly, that he pro- 
feſſed, If it had not been fo, he would have 
told them, for he had no deſign to deceive 
them. -- 

2. The Impeſſibility of the Failure ; if it had 
not been ſo, Chriſt could not have. ſaid fo: 
for Chriſt could not fin by ſpeaking fallely ; 
in affirming that to bs ſo, which indeed was 
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not ſo, therefore we muſt be Beligvers of this, 
or Blaſphemecs of Chriſt. cont 
The Infallibility of his Promiſe ; before he | was, 

he went from them , he promiſed” that he || and 
would come again; that his going was to || ther 
prepare a Place for them, that at his coming | ua 
again he wou'd pit them into the Poſſeflion | over 
ot it, that they ſhould be there with him, | it w 
Jeh. 14 3. could this Promiſe be made good, and 
it there were no iuch 1icufe, or no ſuch Man- | Mat 
ſions in that Houle 2 
4. The Prevalcncy of his Interceſſion 5 God C 
heareth him always ; and this he intercedeth {| pare 
with the Farther for, on their Behalf: Fob. 17, I of tl 
24. Father, I wall that th:y alſo, whom thou haſt ficio 
give me, be with me where I am, that they I 
may ver id my Glo! Y which itheg baſt given _ Peop 
IE not Chrilt aſcended into iTeaven? Doth || this 
not he inicrceoe hat bis might be with him 2 | Goc 
Mult ch:cre not then be ſuch a Place, and ſuch | whe 
Manſions in that Piice? Wo 
5. The Verity and Efficacy of Chriſt's Deſign || ther 

T7 Coning from, ang going to his Father's thick 
houſe. He came from th-nce, and there- | 4a 
fore knew what this Houſe and Manſions were. | ber! 
tle went hither th PIepare a Piace for his Dit datt 
Cipies, Now what Account or Reaſon can 2 
be devited, why he came and went again, but || for : 
that thoſe that he came ar:d went for, might Chi 
be with him in the ſame Houſe 2 Eſpecially, {| ther 
when he protelicdly declares this was his De- | 7 « 
ſign in coming and going. This was Chriſt's who 
Peiign, or it was not; he that faith it was not, | He: 
contra t- 1 
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contraditeth Chriſt's Saying ; - he that faith ic 
was, granteth the Certainty of ſuch Manſions, 
and of Believers Pofleflion of them in the o- 
ther World : For Chriſt's Deſign will be effe- 
Qual, or it will not ; he that faich it will not, 
oveiturns all Chriſtian Religion ; he that faith 
it will, yields the Certainty of fuch Manſions, 
and that Believers on Chriſt ſhall have fuch 
Manſions in his Facher's houſe. 


Q. V. How doth Chriſt ſay, he goes to pre- 
pare a Place for his People ? The Explication 
of chis might (briefly ) be done in Five Propo- 
ficions. 

1. This Place was prepared by God for hu 
People, in hu Purpoſe from all Eternity. Before 
this World was made, or any houſe therein, 
God purpoſed for them an houſe in Heaven, 
where they ſhould dwell with him, when this 
World ſhall be no more, and all the houſes 
therein ſhall be burnt up :. tho' their Souls go 
thicher, as they remove our of this World. 
Mat. 25. 34. Come ye Bleſſed of my Father, in- 
berit the Kingdom prepared for you from the Foun- 
dation of the Worl1 | 

2. Chriſt prepared this Place by purchaſmg it 
for us, when be by Death went from ha Diſcaples. 
Chriit's dying for them was his going from 
them : Mat. 26. 24. The Son of Man goeth as 
it # written of him ; but woe unto that Man, by 
whom the- Son of Man « hetrayed. Therefore 
Heaven is called, the Purchaſed Poſſeſſion, Epb. 


1. 14, Chriſt purchaſed both che Place, and 
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the People that ſhall dwell in that Place ; and 
both with the Price of his Blood, A#&, 
20. 28. 

3. Chriſt, by his going, opened the Paſſage 
for s, and the Gartes of that Houſe which for 
our Sin were ſhut againſt us ; he opened the 
Grave in his Reſurreion, and carried away 
the Gates thereof, and Bar and all : he opened 
the Gates of Heaven by his Aſcention into it, 
and ſo prepared the way for us to enter in. 

4-Chriſt prepared tha Place as our Fore runner, 
taking Poſlefiion of it, not only for himſelf, 
but alſo for ws; as when many are together on 
| a Journey, one goes before the reſt unto the 
Inn where they are to lodge, to take up room 
for them that are to come; Heb. 6. 20. Whi- 
ther the Fore-runner # for ms entred, even Jeſw— 
>o God hath made us ſit rogether in Heavenly 
Places, in Chriſt Jeſus, Eph. 2. 6. Chriſt, as 


our Head, hath taken Poſſeſſion, and fits there 


for us, and we are ſaid, by Reaſon of our U- 
nion with him, and as Members of him, to 
fit together with him. 

5. Chriſt is gone to prepare a Place for wr by 
mnterceding that we may be received into it : and 
that what he purchaſed for us, might be pol: 
feſſed by us : all our Prayers that we might 
have a Place in Heaven, would have beenre- 
jetted, and we for ever ſhut out, were it not 
for Chriſt's Purchaſe on Earth, . and Interce'- 
fion in Heaven 
Ul 
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Uſe I. How miſerable will be the Condition of 
all that die unconverted, becauſe there will be no 
Room nor Place for them in Heaven. When their 
Souls are turned out of the houle of their Bo- 
dies, and their Bodies ſhall be carried from 
their dwelling houſes, to the houſe of the 
Grave, they ſhall be ſhut out from God's houſe 
above, and go to a Place prepared for 
them, the Houſe appointed ſor all that ſhall be 
damned. | 

When a Wicked Man dies, three Things 
ſhall befall him. 

1. His deareſt Friends will not ſuffer his 
Corpſe to lie long in their houſe (this alfo will 
be done to the beſt): Tho' it was his own 
houſe while he lived, they will carry him out 
when dead : They ſoon think of a Coffin (a 
wooden houſe, a boarded houſe} for kim, 
and nail him up therein; they beſpeak the 
making of an houſe under Ground, carry him 
to it, lodge him in it, ſhut it upon him, and 
there leave him. 

2. The holy God, the bleſſed Saviour, and 
the holy Angels, at his Command, will ſhyc 
the Doors of Heaven againſt his ſeparated 
Soul ; the Charge being given, Let it not 
come within theſe Gates, make them faſt, and 
if it knock, and cry, and call, open to me, 
receive me in, for I have now no other Place 
where I can go to be happy in; Chriſt will 
anſwer, I know thee not to be any of mine, 
depart, depart, I know thee not 5 I know 
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thee to be a Final-impenitent, to be one that 
didſt refuke me to be thy Lord, and now I 
do refuſe to be thy Saviour. If it ſhall renew 
its Cry, and call Lord, Lord, open unto me, 
tor I was an Aearer of thy Word, a Frequen- 
ter of thy Table, where p <1d ear and drink 
in thy Preſence, and did eat of thy Bread, and 
drink of thy Cup, and wilt ie this not adwir me 
into thy Kingdom, and receive me into a 
Manſion in thy Father's houſe Chriſt will 
renew his Denyal, faying, I :ell thee, I know 
thee not ;; yet i do know thee, that tho'thou 
waſlt a Pr:/«//or cf Piety, yet thou waFt a Worker 
of Iniquity ; therefore depart from my Gates, 
be gone trom my Door, ad from my Pre- 
ſence, for here is no admiffion for thee, here 
is no Room, nor Place, nor Manfisn for thee, 
therefore take thine Anſwer and be gone. 
Why: Bl. {/ed Lord, wyhither ſh; uld1go? t thou 
avore baſt ihe Words of Eternal Life ; ſpeak the 
Word and I ſhall Iryve. Death hats — 4 me out 
of that Ii orld where I did liv, all m) Friends s bave 
tft me, all my Rich hav: orjuk "19; F: an! my 
Hope is gone and fled aw:y, except thou | k c072- 
fartably T0 me. 1 ans turned out of wy » Cond 
Houle, I want @ Lodging, I want a | Long ng s 1 
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as 1 am in, for Inever ſaw my ſelf in ſuch a Cale 
gs I am in. Will nt Mercy BOW ſhew ne un- 
to me? IWill not Grace be graciom to me? Will 
mot Bowels of Compaſſuen bave Compaſſion on me? 
Lord, why # thy Door ſo long ſhut age anſs me ? 
Why art theu ſo long before thou openeſ# to me? 
What meaneth this Deliy? 1 am in Das "ger, T ars 
in greateſt Danger ; De wils dc purſue wethe Fiends 
of Hell do follow after me, and except I get with- 
in theſe Gates, they will ſeize me, and drap eto 
a Place to which 1 would not go; to wich, 63 any 
Means I would not go: That's the Flace thai 1 
do fear ; this u the ?lace that I defire. Lord, Lord, 
open unto me, and free me from ”) a rs, and 
grant me my Deſire. Be ſpeedy, Lord, br ſpeea) ; 
delay is danger: s in my Caje. Make bath farry 
not, but let me in. 

But, woetu!l Soul ! all this Imporcunity 1s in 
vain; theſ: Cries and Calls are a'l in vain ; 
God then will be inexorable ©; Mercy thin 
will be inilexi>je ; and then, to otain G-ace 
and Favour will be imoe Mie es tor the Lord 
from within {hall nIWer, Tyre Was, Aercy 
thou mighteſt have had, but wouide/?. nt; the 
Day is now come, that lercy thou w ould, {f have, 
but ſhalt not. Time was, 1 did call ts tvee, and 
thou wouldeſt not hear; the Day is now come, 
that thau calleſe unto me, but I wiil not {1car, T nou 
waſte called to repent, but aidiF delay ar 1 thes 
did5t not conſider that delay was dangerins : Tjt od 
ar thy Door, and knock'd, and cry d, 1nd cal. d, 
open unto me, and lo: mein; but th1a didsF br 


the Door of thy Heart op ainti me, ibou wouidit 
not 


£0 
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wot entertain me, mor afford me a Room in thy 
Soul, nor let me in; and now thou art a Beggar 
at my Door, and knockeft and crie#t, and calle#, 
but here is nothing for thee : I will not open, | 
will not let thee in ; be gone, and ſeek a Lodging 
where thou maye(t find it. Woeful Caſe! 

3- Being denied a Lodging, a Manſion in 
Heaven, the] Ho#t of Devils ſhall ſeize the Soul, 
ſaying, Doft thou want a Lodging ? Come along 
with ts, and we will ſhew the one : Come with us, 
and we will guide thee to it.But beforeI go to ſee 
it, tellme where that Lodging is. Where ! In 
Hell. I Hell! Is there any eaſy Lodging in 
that Place ? Come and ſee. But it I go thither, 
I ſhallnot like my Lodging ; I fear I ſhall feel 
it to be uneaſy : But what Company is there 
in thoſe Lodgings that you ſpeak of ? Compa- 
ny / prepared for ! the Devil and his Angels 5 
the Devil and by Men-ſervants, and Maid-ſer- 
wants, and Women: ſervants, for all bu Servants 
and bis Children. 

But what do ye call the Place where theſe 
lodgings are, whereof ye ſpeak ? Thou Fool ! 
hadſt thou a Biblein thy Houſe, and doeſt not 
know the Name of the Place, where thoſe 
muſt lodge that have no Manſion in God's 
Houſe 2 Couldſt not thou have learned this 
from the 7547 gat of God, but askeſt us ſo late, 
when now it is 20 /ateto eſcape it ? But fince 
chou doeſt acknowledge , that we are more 
read and knowing in the Scripture than thou 
art, we will Preach to thee in ſo many Parti. 

culars, 
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culars, that ſuch a Sermon from Devils thou didſt 
never bear : For when thou waſt in the Body 
we would not have thee know ; but now, ont 
of the Body, we will make thee know ; there- 
fore hear. 

1. Itis a Priſon, didſt thou never read, 1 Pex. 
3-19. A Priſon ! muſt I go to Priſon ! what 
kind of Prifon is it? Itis, 

A Priſon that is frong, there can be no 

breaking out. 

A Cliſe Priſon, where there will be no Li- 
berty of walking abroad. 

A Dark Priſon, wherethere is not the leaſt 
glimmering of the Light of God's Coun- 
tenance, 

A Loathſom Priſon, where is nothing plea- 
ſant, all is noiſom, 

A Large Priſon, room enough, tho' Multi- 
tudes are Priſoners there. 

A Deep Priſon, as God's Houſe is high, fo 
this Priſon: houſe is deep. 

But what other Nameis there of that Place ? 

Nv better ? | 

2. It «x a Place of Torment : This is till 
worſe. Thou Fool, both blind and deaf | Didſt 
thou never ſee, nor hear what is written, Luke 
IG. 24. 1 am tormented in theſe Flames. 2.8. That 
they come not to this Place of Torment. Rev. 14. 
11. The Smoak of their Torment aſcendeth up 
for ever and ever. Woe # me | Being ſhut our 
of God's Reſt and Houſe, muſt I go to a Place 
of Torment, where there is no Reſt? The 
Hearing of this Place of Torment once, did 

no 
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not torment me, but now it doth, mow it doth. 
What Torment "will the feeling of it put me 
to? Bur if ye have any good Name to call 
it by, tell me. Hear, 

3. It 2s a Furnace of Fire. A Furnace of 
Fire! the Nature of Fire is hot, but Fire in a 
Furnace will be exceeCcing hot. ' But why 
do ye call it fo? Thuu /orriſh Sou! | Didſt thou 
never hcar nor read, Mar. 13. 42. Shall cat 
them into a Furnace of Fire. 

It etiere be any better name, tell me. We 
muſt eel] thee whar it is. What ! 

4. A Lake of Br imſtone. Brimſtone A Lake 
of brimfto ne ! Ihis adds more Vexation,dread 
and Rorror to the former. 1/ it do, it # no 
more thn what thou mighteit have read, Rev. 
21. 8. The Unvelieving — ſhall have their Part mn 
the Lake tht burns with Wire and Brimſtone : 
And ſo thou ſhalt, the Day is come, that chou 
ſhale have thy Part therein. But why do ye 
add unto my Fears? Is there not one Word 
"that ye do know, that mighr afttord me ſome 


Reliect ? Thou Foil ! we did flatter thee in the” 


other World 5 but now we will deal plainly 
with thee, and add, 

5. Ic x a Place of Outer- darkneſs, Mat. 25. 3o. 
of t:ickingls of Darkneſs, Blaknels of Darknels, 
Fude Ver. 13. SO itis, for I can fee no Com- 
tort in any thingye lay of it. However, tince 
my Catz is -ie{pzrate, fay on. 

6. It 5 a bot? omle(s Pit. Rew. 20.3. APit! A 
Pic without a bottom | Whither QA I jall ! 

In 
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In this dreadful Preaching make one uſe of 
comfiore it ye cant. 

7. It « the Second Death. Rev. 21, 8. Death ! 
How glad would I be of death! The Second 


Death ! I would rather die a thouſand deaths 


than continue in fuch a Place where ye ſaid 
before my I:dgings were to be. "This is ſome 
alleviation of my wogthat I might die a ſecond 
Lime. 

Bur ſtay we muſt give thee one Word of 
caution, thou muſt nor underitand this Death, 
co be the ceaſing of thy Lite and being, for ic 
willbe a dying Lite, and aliving Death, and 
{acha death by which chou canſt not die. 

Ob doleful tidings | Oh dreadſul ſayings | On 
Earth I did avoid the hearing of ſome Preach- 
ers, becauſe I could nor bear the Terrour of 
their Do&iine,but now Wo « me | I hear, and 
now muſt feel what I hear. had better hearken- 
ed to preaching Miniſters of the God of hea- 
ven, than to theſe inſulting, territying Devils 
of hell. But let theſe let me alone, I Co not 
like the Lodgings ſpoken of. How! Like or | 
not like, thou muſt not now chooſe, where 
thou muſt dwell, and never change thy Lodg- 
ings, there is bur one place appointed tor thee, 
kale him, drag him along. Put tell me, what 
muſt I have this Lodging for! Fir what ! For 
the Pleaſure, thou hadit in Sin, and for the 
Profits of the World which thou did(t prefer 
before God,Chriſt and che manſions in heaven. 
Oh dear bougbt tleaſures | Cuiled be that gain 
for which 1 loſt the happinsls of heaven. 

Uſe 
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Uſe II. Since there are ſuch Manſions in 


God's houſe above Let your care and carriape 
while you are in the place of your pilgrimage,cor- 
reſpond and bear Proportion to the greatneſs of the 
Duties incumbent upon you, m Order to your poſſeſ- 
fron of them when you ſhall be here no more. 


I. Prepare for this prepared place. For it is 
prepared fbr none, but ſuch as ſhall be prepa- 
red for it. Chriſt went up to preparethis place, 
and he ſends his Spirit down to prepare ſuch 
for it, that ſhall be taken up into1t. If you 
are to leave one dwelling houle on earth,being 
either a Tenant at will,or your Leale expired, 
you willeither renew your Leaſe, or take care 
co provide an Houſe elſewhere, that you 
might not lie without doors. You are a Te- 
nant at wiil, and might be turned out with- 
out an hours warning, or God having derer- 
mined the timeot your abode on Earth, when 
It is fulfilled there wiil be no renewing your 
| Leaſeot Life : Be theretore always ready,and 
prepared for this houle above, that you might 
not lie without thoſe doors. And for this pur- 
poſe practiſe theſe three things. 

I. Do you become God's Spiritual Houſe, Heb. 
3. 6.—I#hoje Houſe are we, 1 Pet.2.5. Ye alſo, 
a lively Stones, are built up a ſpiritual Houſe. 
An old unfanciftied hearc, is no houſe for 
an holy God to take up his abode in : If you 


are not an houſe tor him, while you —_ 
a 
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ſhall not have a Room in his houſe when 
you die. 

2. Get this houſe of your heart well furniſhed, 
fir in fome meaſure for the entertaining of 
fo great a Lord and King : adornand gar- 
niſh ic with all the graces of the Spirit, with 
Faith in God and Chriſt, With love to him, 
with deſires after him, with de ight in him, 
and lively well-grounded hope of living with 
him. Keep it clean from reigning Sin,ſearch 
every Corner of it, and {weep out what is in- 
conliſtent with a State of Grace ; and becauſe 
Duſt and filth will be daily gathering in it, 
wath it dayly with your Tears and Waters of 
renewed tepentance. 

3. Give no occaſion by Indulging any Sin, to 
| God to remove from your heart,grieve not the 
holy Spirit of God to be weary of -his Lodg- 
ing in your Soul, or to withdraw from ie. 
Remember what dwellers have taken up 
their habitation in you, and behave your ſelf 
accordingly. 

Gad the Father dwells in every believer. x 
ob. 4. 13. hereby we know, that God dwelleth 
in us and we in him, becauſe be hath given us of 
bu Spirit. 15. Whoſoever confeſſeth that Feſus i 
the Son of God,God dwelleth in him and he in God. 
S0 alſo wv. 16. 

God the Son dwelleth in every believers 
heart. Eph. 3. 17. That Chriſt might dwell mn 
your bearts by Faith. John 14. 23. If a man love 
me, he will keep my words, and my Father _ 

ove 
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love him, and we will come unto him, and make 
our abode with bim. 


God the holy Gioſt keeps in a ſanctified 


Soul as in his Temple. 1 Cor. 2.16. Know ye 
not that Je are che temple ef God,and that the I pt- 
rat of Go4 dweitett in Jou. 

Thoſe that are thus an boly habiration of 
God on Carth, {hall have manfionsin his Houfz 
in heaven, But the wnprepared, raking tlieir 
hearts as {15 many Cages ct Reigning Iuſts, as 
fo many Stzes for the Liter of hithy >ins,as lo 

my Deans tor unclean Spirics, and ruling De- 
vils, ſhall be ſh:c vuc from hot; manſions that 
are prepaie for beter company. 


II. Make Sure of your Title to a manſion in 
Heaven, For you may be prepared tor it,and 
might not know it, nay might doubt and tear 
you are not, and confequently that it is not 
prepared tor you: M:ny claim a right unto 
it, that have none at all, like a fnolith Man 
chat ſzetii a Lords Houſe and faith, this houſe 
15 mine, aud inic I muſt dwe!l, which it he 
ſhould attempt, the Loid and all his Servants 
would turn him out, or {hut the Gaces againſt 
him. Thouſands are ſuch fools, thatleave 
their houſe below, hoping for manſons in that 
above, that {hail find che doors thut againlt 
them. 

That you may be fure, ask your 
ſelf and faithfully refolye theſe Quelti- 


ONns, 
Firſt, 


P % 
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F irſf, Is the owner of that houſe above your 
Father ? For there is no room there but for 


bis Children, all his Sincere Servants being 


his Children, none but Children ſhall en- 
ter in to dwell there. 


Are you like your Father ? may you be known 
to be his Child by your likeneſs to 
him, having his holy Image renewed 
in you 2? | 

Do you obey him? His Children are dutiful 
and obedient. The rebgllious muſt and 
will be kept out. Is your Obedience 
chearful and univerſal | in reſpec of the 
Obje#. All Gods commands. P/al. 119. 6. 
and of the SubjeF,with all you heart. P/al. 
T19. 34. and in reſpec of the t:me that 
it be always. P/al. 1 19. 112. 

Do you pleaſe him ? Do you fear to offend 
him ? 

Do you bonour bim ? Mal. 1. 6. A Son honour+ 
eth bis Father, and a Servant bu Maſter. 

Tf 1 then bea Father where is mine ho- 


Nour 2? 


Secondly, Is the Purchaſer of that houſe and 
manſions in it your Lord and Saviour ? Is he 
both to you ? For it he be not received as 4 
Lord, he will not be your Saviour. Reaſon doth 
abhor what is fo unreaſonable, that the Devil 


i- $ and Sin ſhould be your commanding Lords, 


and vou their obedient Servants to your dy- 
E ing 
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ing day, and Chriſt at laſt ſhould be your 
Saviour 5 as if you ſhould do the Devil's 
Work all the Day of Life, and -at the 
Nights.f Death Chriſt ſhould pay you your 
Wages, and Reward you with Heaven, for 
deſerving the Punijkment of Hell. 


Do yon love him with predominant Love, 


thai loved his with fo great Love, as by- 


his precious Blood to purchaſe Manfi- 
ons fer them? for if you do not love 
him more than all, you do not love 
him {incerely at all, Matth. 10. 37, 
30, 

Po you Conſent to his Goſpel Terms, with- 
oue excepting againſt any * Is yeur 
Soul now eſpouſed to bim? 2 Cor. 11. 2. 
15 tre Contiact made ? that fo when 
tne creat Day ot Solemnizing of the 
Miriiage is come, the Son might take 
you as his Bride into hi» Facher's Houle, 
Rev. 19.7. Lit ws be glad and rtvice and 
give honour to him ; for the Marriage of 
the T.amb wu come, and vu life bath made 


ber felf reauy, 


Thi-dly , Is the Holy Spirit of God your 
Sarcifier, Guile and ettctual Teacher? Do 
you * !»w his Conduct according to the 
SCripture Indicted by him 2 Do you walk 
alter the Spiri', and not after the Fleſh, 
Rom.S. 1, Doth the Spirit of God dwell in 
you 


7n Heaven. 5T 
yon ? elſe you are none of Chriſt's, nor is 
Chriſt yours, Rom. 8. 9. Are you led by the 
Spirit, and do you by the Spirit mortify the 
Deeds of the Fleſh, that you might live with 
God in his glorious Houſe ? Rom. 8. 13. 
I4. 

Fourthly, Are the holy Angels and Saints, the 


Inhabitants of that Houſe, your example and pattern 


| bf doing Gud's Will? Tho' you cannot equal 


their degrees of Obzdience in reſpect of Per- 
feftion, yet Jo you endeavour to come as 
near to them as you can, in doing God's 
Will on Earth with Cheerfulneſs, Conſtancy 
and Sincerity, as they do in Heaven, 4atrh. 
6, IO. 

Fifthly, Is your Heart ſet upon the Treaſures 
in that Houſe ? or have you none there to ſet 
your Heart upon ? for i one be there, both 
are, Marth. 6, 19, 20, 21. Is your Conver- 
ſation in Heaven ? Phil. 3. 209, Do you ſeek 
thoſe things that are above, where Chrilt ſit- 


teth at the right Hand of God? Do 


you . ſee your Aﬀections on things above, 
and not on the things on Earth, Col. 3. I, 2. 
Have thoſe things that have the priority of Dig- 
nity and Neceflity, the priority of your Care 
and Time ? Do you fececk thoſe things firſt 
of all, that are-beſt of all, moſt excellent 
In themſelves, and moſt neceſſary for, and 
ſuitable, arid ſatisfying to your Soul, Marth. 


6.33. 
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Be careful, cloſe, exact and faithful, in 
ſearching whether theſe things are in you, 
which if you find , you ſhall find a Room, 
a Manſion for you in Heaven hereafter. 


HI. Let your mind be employed im thinking on 
your Father's Houſe and your Manſions there ; 
and well you may , when you are ſure'it is 
prepared for you, by your being prepared for 
it. You are Sojourners,abſent from your Fa: 
ther's Houſe and heavenly Home, you are Tra- 
velling towards it, as you go along on your 
Journey think on it. 

x. Daily. Shall there be a Day, any one 
Day without ſome Thoughts of your Eternal 
Home ? 

2. Believingly. Sure I am there is ſuch a 
State, fuch a place, ſuch an Houſe above, and 
luch Manſions in it; my Lord that came from 
thence hath ſaid it, and I do believe him; 
he is gone thither, and there he ftays till he 
come again according to his Promiſe , anc 
will take all his to be there with him 
ke ever. Lord 1 Believe, help thow my unbe 

le}. 

2- Foyfully, O What Joy might fill your 
Heart, while you think there is in Heaven : 
Manſion for me, for me that am unworthy 0 


a Cottage upon Earth ; yet there is for me : 


Manſion in my Father's Houſe. Lord ! wh: 
I ove 1s this of thine to me, that thou came 
down to Purchaſe, and art gone up again t6 
prepa! 
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prepare a place for me? Mighta Room in 
» | Hell have been prepared for me, and is there 
tor me a Manſion prepared in Heaven? O 
how warm is my heart within, when I think 
what my Lord is gone to prepare for me a- 
bove ! I am going on, I am daily travelling to 
it: I am a Days Journey nearer to it 
to Day than I was Yeſterday. I am al- 
Ty moſt there, the Gray Hairs on my Head tell 
me I am almoſt there ; my frequent Sicknel\- 
ſes tell me I am almoſt there: I am ia (a be- 
lieving) view of my Father's Houſe ; put on 
my Soul, put on, do not tire in thy way, be 
not weary in thy Journey to ſuch a glorious 
Place; thy Day is far ſpent, thy Night is at 
hand, when thy Lord will take thee into his 
7 Father's Houſe. Dear Saviour ! ripen me a- 
pace for that place that thou haſt made ſo rea- 
dy for me. 

4. Occaſionally, When you fee Aa ſtately 
Houſe on Earth, think what is my Father's 
Houſe in Heaven ! this Palace is no more, 
nor ſo much to it, as a Cottage 1s unto this Pa- 
lace, the Marble Stones, the ſtately Frontiſ- 
piece , the artificial Gravings, the adorned 
Windows, the contrived Rooms, and all that 
Art and Nature have contributed to the com- 
mendation of it, is no more than an empty 

Shew to a real Treaſure, or a Shadow to the 
Subſtance, or a Sign of a Caſtle is to theCa- 
!He it repreſents. 
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Or when you have a good Houſe of your 
own, wich convenient Rooms and Chambers, 
and Cloſets, that you Delight your elf in 
your Dwelling, and in ſhewing them to your 
Viſicers,think how infinitely becter is y our Fa- 
ther's Houſe above; and ſay,I will be thankful 
to my God for ſuch an Houſe in my Pilgri- 
mage, where | may lodge as in an Inn; but 
{ will rejoice in the Love and Mercy of my 
yaviour, that hath prepared a better abiding 
place for me in Heaven. 

5. Solemnly, At ſome ſet, appointed, ſtated 
times, enlarge your Thoughts in Medicating 
on what is there to feed your muſing Mind 
withal, which I can commend as a moſt ex- 
cellent way to warm the Hzart, and inflame 
the Afﬀe@ions, dwell in your Thoughts : 


On the Preſence, the glorious preſence of the 
Father, Son,and Eternal Spirit, wich whom 
you ſhall dwell far ever. 

On the Company you ſhall be delighted in, 
holy Angels, glorious Saints, Mulcicudes, 
innumerable Multitudes oi both, all in 
Perte&tion. 

On the Entertainment you ſhall have at your 
Entrance in, and the welcome you fhall 
have to your new Hahitation above. 

On the Continuance, yea, the Eternity of 
your Dweliing, without Remorelor ever, 

On che Imp!c;ment you ſhall be tor ever ta- 


ken up withal in that Houſ2, to Love 
and 
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and Joy, and praiſe your Lord to all 
Eternity, 


IV. Let your Tongue be talking of your Father's 
Houſe, your Home and Maniions there, wich 
your tellow Chriſtians travelling with you to 
theſame Place. What a ſhame is it to Chri- 


ſtians, when they Viſit or Journey together, 


to talk of their Houſe and Lands, ot cheir 
Shops and Traves,of their Modes and Money, 
of News, yea, and Sins and Faults of uthers in 
a Reproachful way, and not one word of 
their Father's Houſe, nor of their Manſions 
above, to excite, or quickzn, or comiort one 
anther inthe hopesot it; or rep: ove (where 
it is needful) the Now Motion,or !i:tle progreſs 
they make in Gri-e and Duty, in order to 
their Pieparation for it, 


V. Long for the Poſſ-{/iom of your Manſions in jour 
Father's Houſe 5 a+ an [let doch of his Inher- 
tance, hat! navel + Mantfion in Heaven ? 
doth itnoc {tand empty ill I come 2 when ſhall 
I go io my Father's Houie ? when ſhal: I go 
ſee 'i-- place my Lord Jelus hath prepared tor 
me ? 

O that in this Earthly Houle I could ear- 
neftly groan to be removed to that toute in 
H:avcn;. O that in this Tabernacle I .could 
v1: as being buryened, that Mortality might 
b. {wall wed up at Life!; knowing,that whilſt 
I am in this Body,l am abſent from the Lord, 

7” Wb and 
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and from my Father's Houſe ! O that I could 
attain to greater willingneſs to be abſent from 
the Body, that I may be preſent with the 
Lord |! and to ge home trom this ſtrangeWorld 
to that in Heaven ! 


Uſe II. We cannot be poſſeſſed of theſe Man: 
feons till we die, therefore dying is @ flittmg from 
one Houſe 40 another, not in the ſame World, 
but from: one Houſe in chis World, to another 
Houle in the other World, a Remove not for 
the worſ-, but for the better, unſpeakably 
better. Every Man's dying is the removing 
of the place of his Habitation, a going to a 
new Uu:l.ing: When you aregoing to a new 
Habitation in this World,you often ſend your 
Bills,chatcthe Congregation would put up their 
joint Prayers, that you might have God's Pre- 
ſence with you, and his Blefling upon you in 
your new Habitation. How much more 
ſhould this be your Deſire, that when you 
ſhall change your Dwelling on Earth, you 
might remove to a place where you might 
have the Preſence of Gad,and be bleſſed with 
his Bleflings upon you for ever. 

There are tour Houſes that I would adviſe 
you to have your Thoughts much upon ; 


The One z that all muſt po from. 

The Serond x that all muſt go to. 

The Third i that moſt, not all ſhall go to. 

The Fourth u the beſt, that only the Good ſhall 
go to. I. Wel) 
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T. Well, Conſider the Houfe of your Body, in 
which your Soul now Dwells, and be ſure 
that your Body be made your Souls Working- 
houſe. Let not your Soul live ;d/yin this Houle, 
or only dwell there to mind earthly things, or 
to light your Eyes, or give motion to your 
Hands and Feet to run up and down,and work 
for no more than what you muſt leave behind 
you, when your Houſe ſhall tumble down. 

Be'moved to this advice, becauſe you dwell 
in an Houſeof Clay, the Foundation where- 
of is in the Duſt, Fob 4.19. that this your 
Houſe is built upon the Sand, and when the 
Storms and Winds of Sickneſles and Death, 
ſhall beat and blow upon it, it will fall, and 
great will be the fall thereof, This Houſe 
wants daily Repairs, the Pillars that bear it are 
waxing old,the Walls are mouldring,the Win- 
dows begin to be darkened, the Foundation 
fails, the Roof is Crazie, and the whole houſe 
doth often ſhake, and all that you can do, 
cannot long Support or ſhore it up. 


II. Ofcen think of the Howſe of the Grave, Job 
30. 23. I know that thou wilt bring me to the 
Grave, the Houſe appointed for all the Living. 
What manner of Houle is this.? 

1. It is @ cold Houſe ; cold Death brings the 
Body to a cold Grave. 

2. Itis adark Houſe, no light ſhineth intoic 
when ſhut up, there are no Windows to it. 

3. It is a common Houſe, for Good and m_ 
or 
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for Young and Oid, for Rich and Poor, for 
the Wiſe Man and the Fool, for the Learned 
and the Ignorant : The common Inn of all. | 

g- lt is a Sleeping Houſe ; no woiking for 
the World, no praying tor Heaven, no repent- 
ing for Sin, no making Peace with God, no 
doing any thing for any thing when there. 
Eccl. 9. 10. Whatſoever thine Hand findeth to do, 
do it with all thy Might, for there z no Work, De- 
wice, or Knowledge in the Grave, whither thou 
goeft. Joh. 9. 4 Imn#t work the Works of him 
that ſent me, while it zs Day ; for the Night comes, 
when no Man can work. 

5. It is a Large Houſe; tho' an houſe under 
Ground of Six Foot, will be long enough tor 
one ; yet the Boſom of the Earth (yea, ſome 
part) can ({wallow all, and teed|-upon and con- 
ſume the Fleſh and Bones, as to be ready for 
the receiving of more. 


HT, Forget not the Houſe of Hell, that you 
may be diligent to eſcape ir ; for in that houſe 
are the Chair;bers of Fie:nal Death. But to 


what may I compare «his helli!h houſe? Or, 


Whereunto mav I reiemHhle ic ? | 
I. It is a Wide and Large Houſe ; innumera- 
bl- Lodgers ic hath already received ; Multi- 
tudes, trom all Pa rs, are going to it; bur it 
never ſaith, it is lo iull that it can nold no 
more. 
2. Ir 5 an Hit H uſe ; many full of Pain 
and Aches, go to an Hut houſe upon Earth, 
| that 
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that they may have Eaſe ; but this houſe will 
be ſo hor, that all that are there can have no 
Eaſe, Night or Day, or one Moment for E- 
ver. 

3. It is an Houſe of Mourning, weeping, wail- 
ing and bitter Lamentation. Mat. 25. 30. 

4. It may be reſembled to a Bedlam-bouſe ; 
for all chat are ſo Mad as to prefer theCreature 
before God, and Sin before the Saviour, and 
the Woild before Heaven, and never come to 
themſelves before they "die, are lent chicher, 
where they rage, and raye and Blaipheme like 
ſuch as are diſtracted. 

5. It may te likened to a Peſ?-houſe ; all 
Mankind are fick of the Plague of the Heare 
x1 King. 8. 38. of which, if they be nor cured 
by Chriſt the great Phyſician, they can be cu- 
red by no other ; but ſhall be ſent co the com- 
mon Place of all that were never healed, and 
be given over for dead, tor damned, to lie un- 
der the Power of the Second Death. 


IV. Let Believers delight themſelves in their 
Title to their Manſiens in God's Houſe in Heaven, 
and comfore themſelves when any of cheir 
Godly Relations are received into the actual 
Poileflion ot theirs. When you fitand mourn, 
weep and lament that they are g\'ne from your 
houtcon Earch,you look attheTab/e where they 
did uſe to fit with you, but they aie notchere ; 
in the Beds where they did lodge, but chey are 
not there, in the Cloſets where they did read 

| and 
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and pray, but they are not there, in what 
Place {oever you ſaw them in your Houſe, you 
can fee them there no more, they are gone, 
no moreto return, and therefore your Hearts 
are filled with Sorrow, your Eyes with Tears, 
and your Mouths with Complaining (but let 
them not be with diſcontented and repining) 
Words ; then think of theChange they have 
made of their dwelling Place, and how much 
better the houſe is that they are removed un- 
to, than yours here is, in which they dwelt 
with you ; and how much better cheir State 
is where they are, than yours is where you 
yet remain to be ; as much as Vion is better 
than Faith, or Fruition is better than Hope, and 
Poſſeſſion is better than Fxpefation, or Foyful 
Praiſes in Heaven are better than imperfect re- 
penting Prayers upon Earth ; and then think 
as if you heard them call to you from their 
houſe in Heavcn, ſaying, Weep not for us that 
are ſafely; lodged, welcomly entertamed m our Man- 
frens of Glory, but weep for your ſelves, that yet 
dwell m Houſes of Clay, in a ſinful, forrowful 
World : Ye hope, but we enjoy ; ye wait, but we 
have recerved ; ye expett, but we poſſeſs ; ye pray, 
and ſeldom praiſe, we always Praiſe, and need no 
more to Pray ; ye are groaning under Wants, but 
we have all Supplies ; ye' are tempted by Dewils, 
we are out of their Reach for Ewer ; ye defire, pray, 
prepare and hope to be where we are, but we have 
0 defere nor Inclimation to be again with you, 
where ye are; ye would, and at length ſhall core 
from: 
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from thence to us ; but we ſhall never go from hence 
fo you ; for we cannot be in a better Place, nor 
in better Company, nor in a better State, nor have 
better Imployment than where we are ; but ye may, 
and mu#t have better with ws, where we are, 
than ye have where now ye be, or elſe it will be 
worſe with you than yet it is : Therefore weep not 
for us, but for your ſelves. 

And when ye fit and think the Houſe of 
their Bodies is fallen (no more co be buile till 
the Reſurrection) and the Ruines of it carried 
and laid in the Houſe of the Grave, and your 
Thoughts haſten to the Grave (as Mary was 
ſuppoſed to go in hafte to Lazaras his Grave 
to weep there) and deſcend to the Bottom 
thereof, then let them rebound as high as Hea- 
ven, and ſay, whom did we ſeek? N. N. 
they are not here; here is nothing but the Bo- 
dy, the Soul is. in Heaven ; here is nothing 
in :hs Houſe, but what was the Houſe in which 
once the Soul did live ; bur that is gone to its 
Manſion above ; itnever c2me into this Place, 
but when it flictted from its Earthly Houſe, it 
aſcended up unto its Heavenly Houſe ; then 
follow it in yourThovghts thicher,and delight 
your ſelves in ſerious Meditation how it is de- 
lighted there, and intermix your Mourning 
becauſe the Body is gone down into the Grave, 
with Rejoicings that the Soul is gone up to 
Heaven. 

This ye might do chat are Mourners upon 
this occaſion, becauſe ye have ſuch good 

reaſons 
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reaſons for your hopes, that while the Body | 


of your deceaſed Relation is ſleeping in the 
Daſt, her Soul is received into Glory : as. ye 
know were ſuch as theſe. 

The reaſons that ye had of her early Con- 
verſion, by her early delight in Holy things, 
and Perſons that were of holy Converlation, 
and accuſtomed to holy Diſcourſe, by her fre- 
auerir,yea conſtant retirement toſecret Duties, 
continuing therein unto the laſt. 

By her Pertormance of Relative Duties, be- 
ing Ductilul to her Parents from ber Infancy, 
even in ſmaller matters, wien ſhe had an in- 
timation of their pleaſure, being tenderly 
loving to her H« band, often a Spur to him in 
his Miniſterial Work , or any thing that was 
good, but never a Bridle to him in any, be- 
ing a Siler of great natural and pious Af- 
fection ; not only grieving for the loſs of one 
by Death, and carefully attending of another 
(her young Brother) in a late ſickneſs at her 
Houle, but alſo concerned for the welfare of 
the Souls of ſuch (eipzcially) as were Related 
to her. 

Upon her Cor:finement to her Bed (which 
was but a Fortn' 2\t) th ved her Life 
would be bi: ui a {hoic continuzriceg and 
finding her lead allc icized. faid, Oh of the 
work were nw to be &186, wat an unfit time us 
thu ! Oh my ſfupudneſs ! I; troubles me, I cannot 
pray, O pray for me. 


Satan 
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catarr made his Afſſaules ; » after ſome Clouds, 
the Light of God's Countenance did ſhine 
into her Soul ; for being one Night under 
heavy Complaints, in the Morning ſhe ſaid to 
her Friends abour her, Y: know not what God 
thu Night bath done for my Soul. 

When asked whit it was on which ſhe re- 
lied , faid , Nothins but the Righteouſneſs of 
Chrift, who died for ſuch as I am, and 1 hope 
25 OW interceding for me, for me, and'I am ſaiiſ- 
fied and willing 10 ate, 

] wo Gays before the died ſhe called forher 
Children, and being raiſed up in her Bed, 
took firſt the one, and then the other. in her 
Arms, greatly rejoycing over them, and ſo- 
lemnly Bleſling of them ; atterwards calling 
for her Relations, laid to them, Lowe one ano- 
they ; let Lowe continue ; 1 hope we ſhall meet in 
Heaven, and now the Lord be with you, 

She was never heard to utter one repining 
Word, but begg'd of her Relations to fub- 

mit to God's Pleaſure, ſaying, if it were 
for bus Glory, and. be bad any more work for her. 
ts do, be :could and would reſtore her , but if 
not, ſhe was ſatisfied, and G:d was jut i all bis 
dealing 

Thelaſt entire fenfible Sentence ſhe was ob- 
ſerved to ſpeak, was this, calling to her Hul- 
band faid, O my Dear, ble!'s God for what: 
be hath done for my Sou] ; 73 Head [ore pained, 
vut 1 an n/:np hom”. 


a 
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Bleſſed Soul ! was this thy laſt ſenſible word” 
in this place of thy Pilgrimage ; 1 am going 
bome | happy Soul ! that art got ſafely Home, 
and Lodged in thy Manſion in thy Father's 
Houſe ! thou art gone before ; Lord prepare 
us for that prepared Place ; that when we ſhall 
follow after, we might alſo have our Manſions 
in'thy glorious Houſe above | Amen. 
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